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South High Magnet School will honor 

five outstanding alunmi at the October 18, 
2008 Hall of Fame Brunch. 2008 Hall of 
Fame inductees are Francisco "Paco" 
Fuentes -Boys & Girls Clubs of Omaha, 
Jerry Korisko - Korisko Larkin & 
Staskiewicz Funeral Home, Raymond 
"Red" Nauslar - Retired Businessman, 
Rancher/Cattleman, Robert Urban -
Retired Banker, and John Wiren - author, 
and former CIA and pilot. The Henry 
Doorly Zoo will receive the 2008 
Community Hall of Fame Award for con
tributions and collaboration with SHS stu
dents. 

The brunch will be held at the Livestock 
Exchange Building Ballroom at 30th and L 
Street on Saturday, October 18 starting at 10 
a.m. For reservations contact the South 
High School Alumni office at 738-9493 by 
October 1. Cost per person is $20 

Francisco "Paco" 
Fuentes-1977 spent 
20 years in the Air 
Force before retiring 
as Master Sergeant. 
He joined Boys & 
Girls Clubs (B&GC) 
of the Midlands eight 
years ago and is cur
rently South Unit Director and Training and 
Professional Development Director. While 
in the military he served during Dessert 
Storm and · received many awards and 
medals, including the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal. He also has achieved 
success during his tenure with B&GC, 
where membership has grown from 600 to 
nearly 2,600. In 2005 the South Omaha 
Club ("SO") was named one of the top 25 
Clubs in the nation. In 2006 SO won the 
prestigious "Honor Award" for best overall 
progranuning, beating out the more than 
4,000 other Clubs throughout the nation and 
overseas. Fuentes was honored by B&GC of 
America as 2004 Midwest Youth 
Professional of the Year, and in 2005 
received the William R. Hinckley 
Distinguished Service Award. His other 
honors include 2005 Boy Scouts Volunteer 
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of the Year - Lewis & Clark District; 2006 
Latino of the Year at the 2nd Annual Latino 
Heritage Awards; and a 2002 Certificate of 
Recognition from the Mexican-American 
Commission. Fuentes ' other activities 
include being the FounderlPresident in 1999 
of the Greater Omaha Mexican American 
Club; serving on the 2002 St. 
Agnes/Guadalupe School Board; 2003 
Governor Johalms Children's Task Force; 
2005, 2007 and 2008 SO Weed & Seed 
Conullittee; 2006 Scholarship Conullittee 
for the Heartland Latino Leadership 
Conference; 2006-07 SO Scoutreach 
Advisory Conunittee; 2007 Metropolitan 
Community College Advisory Conunittee 
on Diversity and Equity; 2007 Third AlUlUal 
Latino Heritage Awards Banquet 
COllUllittee; and 2008 Clarkson College 
COllUllUnity Outreach Advisory Board. 

Paco and his wife Dorothy have a daugh
ter and a granddaughter. His immediate 
family, mother and three siblings live within 
five minutes of each other in South Omaha 
and Bellevue. 

Jerry Korisko- r----------. 
1952 is a selni-retired 
funeral director for 
Korisko, Larkin & 
Staskiewicz 
Mortuary in South 
Omaha. He attended 
the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln 
before transferring to 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha where 
he was conmlissioned as Second Lieutenant 
in the Air Force and attended pilot training 
school. He was discharged as a Captain in 
the reserves because he was needed to run 
the family business when his father died. 

He served as past President of the Omaha 
Funeral Directors Association, South 
Omaha Merchants Association, South 
Omaha Optllnist Club and also was Lt. 
Governor of the Nebraska District of 
Optimist Club. He was a member of Sokol 
South Omaha and the South Omalla Youth 
Center as well as a conmlittee member of 
"Swing for the Retarded." He has worked 
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on United Way campaigns, and was the 
District Representative of the International 
Order of the Golden Rule (an independent 
organization of Funeral Homes and 
Directors). His honors include receiving the 
Omaha Archbishop'S Youth Service Award 
and being named South Omaha 
Buslllessman of the Month. 

While in high school, Korisko was very 
active III sports and many organizations, 
includlllg being selected Class President 
and Homecomlllg King. He carried on his 
dedication to excellence and leadership 
throughout his life and career. 

Jerry and his wife Vickie have two 
daughters, two sons, and 10 grandchildren 
(one of whom is deceased) . 

Raymond "Red" 
Nauslar-1942 after 
graduation jOllIed the 
Merchant Marines to 
serve his country 
during WWII. He 
joined the 7-Up 
Company of Omaha 
when he returned 
from the service, and then later joined Pepsi 
Cola Omaha as General Manager. After 15 
years with Pepsi, he returned to 7-Up as 
General Manager in Lincoln for 19 years . 
He ended his 40-year career in the soft drink 
beverage industry when he retired. His 
retirement years included raising Texas 
longhorn cattle and quarter/paint horses -
which he describes as a wonderful life. 

Nauslar was an excellent athlete who 
won numerous awards for his prowess on 
the football field and basketball court, and 
was inducted into the SHS Packer Greats 
Hall of Fame in 2004. He also was recog
nized III 2004 by the President's Council on 
Physical Fitness & Sports for advancing fit
ness and sports. 

He sponsored and judged DECA 
(Distributive Education Clubs of America); 
Sponsors Wrangler 4-H Club; and is a mem
ber of the followlllg organizations: On Deck 
Circle for Husker Softball at UNL; Chadron 
State College President's Society; Old 
Timer's Baseball Association; Missouri 
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Valley Merchant Marine Association; and 
the South High Alunlli Association. He was 
an inaugural sponsor ofUNL Women's ath
letics. 

This proud South High Packer also sup
ports ClUTent athletes at SHS by donating to 
the current sports updates at the school. 

Mr. Nauslar's family includes nine 
children, 23 grandchildren and 17 great
grandchildren, sister Darlene Waggoner of 
Glenwood, IA., and a host of nieces and 
nephews. "Red" and his wife, Dr. JoAnne 
Owens-Nauslar reside at Big-E-Nuff Ranch 
west of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Robert "Bob" 
Urban-1952 spent 46 
years with the First 
National Bank of 
Omaha (FNB-O), 
starting as a part-time 
mail clerk and retiring 
in 1998 as Senior 
Vice President. His 
banking career ..... ....;..;.OL~ 
included working in nearly all major divi
sions of the bank while he earned his 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business and 
History from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. He also earned Certified Land 
Management credentials. 

He received many honors including the 
1974 President's Award from FNB-O and the 
1992 Welcome T. Bryant Memorial Award 
from the Urban League. He received 
Appreciation Awards from the following 
organizations: 1994 American G.I Forum; 
1994 Omaha SER Jobs for Progress; and 
1998 Safari Club. He was also inducted into 
the Benson High School Wall of Fame. 

His civic contributions have included 
Social Settlement Committee Chair; Girls, 
Inc. Chair of Annual Fund Drive; Downtown 
Kiwanis Hospitality Chair; Urban Bankers 
of Nebraska Banquet Chair; Urban League 
Chair of Ec·onomic Development & 
Employment; Epilepsy Society Board Chair; 
and Teachers' Appreciation Breakfast Chair 
for the Adopt-A-School committee. He was 
also a member of the Hispanic Employment 
Council, El Museo Latino, and Work Net. 
Currently he is a member of Project Extra 
Mile, Executive Service Corp., and the 
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General Manage< 

(402) 331-0526 
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South High Alunmi Association Foundation 
Board. 

Bob and his wife Janet have five children 
and nine grandchildren. 

John C. Wiren-
1948 was a star in all 
sports wllile in high 
school and college. 
He completed his ed
ucation at the Univer
sity of Nebraska at 
Omaha (then Omaha 
Ulliversity) and Hur
on College while 
playing football, baseball and basketball, as 
well as participating in wrestling and track at 
UNO and winning the Golden Gloves Heavy 
Weight Boxing Title. He also earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Foreign Trade 
from the American Institute of Foreign 
Trade. Wiren played two years of profes
sional baseball before entering the Navy as 
an aviation cadet. 

Upon graduation he was conlllissioned in 
the United States Marine Corps attaining the 
rank of Captain. After active service in the 
USMC, he joined the reserves. He was the 
initial coach (with Darrell Mudra) of the 
National Champion Phillips Department 
Store Midget Football team, and later was 
Mudra's Assistant Coach at Adams State 
Teacher's College in Alamosa, CO. 

Later John served in the Secret Service in 
Dallas, Texas prior to his involvement with 
Air America in Southeast Asia. The Air 
America service included hazardous deep 
penetration flights over mainland China, re
supplying the besieged French Garrison at 
Dien Bien Phu in North Vietnam, and insur-

gent drops into Tibet, as well as rescuing 
numerous downed American military air
men during the Vietnam Conflict. Wiren 
received a commemorative medal for his 
Vietnam War service. 

Following his service with Air America, 
he flew for Inter-Mountain Air on Alaska's 
North Slope, Joint Church Aid Biafra, Royal 
Air Lao, Global Associates on Kwajalein 
Island, Aero Union (aerial fire fighters), 
Dominicana Airlines, Air Yemen, and 
Singapore Airlines. He was the personal 
pilot of Lebanese Prinle Minister, Rafic 
Hariri, and later for Saudi Prince Walid bin 
Talal. He also was Director of Operations 
for Air Niagra, Captain with Eastern Airline, 
and chief pilot for Saudi Intelligence. He 
ended his aviation career with the Federal 
Aviation Administration, first as an aviation 
safety inspector and then as an instructor at 
the FAA Academy in Oklahoma City. He 
later authored the book "Flight of the 
Erawan" about the "secret war" of the 60s in 
Laos, as well as authoring many articles. 

He currently serves as Chair of the 
Airport Authority and as President of Air 
America Association. John and his wife 
Carolyn reside in Mountain Home, 
Arkansas. They have one son and one grand
son. Their son, Nyle, became a professional 
football player after winning All Big 8 and 
12 honors at Kansas State. Nyle has also 
appeared in several Hollywood movies about 
football. John's brother, Gary, is a world 
renowned golf instructer and currently is 
Senior Director for Donald Trump's Golf 
Properties. 

Congratulations to each of you and to Henry 
Doorly Zoo for this fine honor! 

Please join us for the South High Magnet School 
21 st Annual Hall of Fame Induction 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 
Doon open at 9:30 a.m .• Brunch served at 10 a_m. with program to foUow 

Livestock Exchange Building BaUroom - 30th and L Street 
Cost $20 per peI"son - Check Payable to SHSAA 
Mail to 5082 S. 107 Street - Omaha, NE 68127 

2008 Hall of Fame 
Francisco"Paco" Fuentes 

Jerry Korisko 
Raymond "Red" Nauslar 

Robert Urban 
John Wiren 

2008 Community 
Hall of Fame: 

Henry Doorly Zoo 

RSVP by October 1, 2008 

My name is _________ _ _ ________ _ 
Address ____________ _ ________ _ 
City/State/Zip Code ______________ _ 
Telephone _______________ ____ _ 
E-Mail Address ________ _________ _ 
Number of Attendees 
Name(s) of Attendees 

No tickets will be issued - Your name will be on a list at the check-in table 
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As I look back at the Alumni Association 
calendar since my last report, I bless each of 
the vohmteers and you, our alumni, for 
working so hard and/or for attending our 
sponsored activities. We need volunteers, 
and your willingness to attend these events 
to make it worthwhile. 

Our spaghetti dinner and bowling tour
nament were held on April 5, and we 
received some nice comments ii-om visitors 
about the dinner which we are sharing with 
you in this issue. We had our very first 
garage sale in the office parking lot on May 
3 with lots of good food and some great 
buys . We learned a great deal from this 
event and if we have another garage sale next 
year, it will be bigger and better. The 2008 
Poker Fun Run held on May 17 was a huge 
success with a record amowlt to be donated 
toward scholarships. The July 20 Golf 
Tournament with fantastic prizes, dinner 
and golf is always a positive experience for 
the participants. We re-scheduled our first 
major fundraiser dinner "Tie One On" to 
September 25,2009. This will be held at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha Alumni 
Center. 

The Packer Greats Hall of Fame will be 
held October 29 at Anthony's Restaurant. 
An order form for this outstanding event is 
available in tillS TOOTER. 

Again, I'll ask if you would like to volun
teer, or want to buy tickets or sign up to par
ticipate for any of tilese events, please let us 
know. We need workers for each activity and 
we need you to attend and have fun. 

As far as the sports program faci lities 
improvement in South Omaha - Brown Park 
was dedicated on 7-4-07 and is being used 

South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

for boys baseball practice and games; the 
Roy Smith SoftbaU 'Field was also fitlished 
and dedicated 10-23-07 and tile SHS git'ls 
softball team uses it for practice and games; 
Collin Field construction started in March 
2008 and hopefully will be completed by 
August 2009. These are such excititlg titnes 
for sports at SHS! 

The Alunull office extra bay used for 
rentals has been popular for baby and wed
ditlg showers, family rewllons, card and 
birtilday parties, etc. Call the AlWl1lll office 
to book your get together or to see tile bay. 
Please call tile office first to be sure tile 
office is open. 

We would appreciate your help mailing 
future TOOTERS to our 20,000 plus alum
ni list, so please call the office to offer any 
time you can spare. Also think about estab
lishing scholarship memorials for your 
classmates, helpitlg us with teacher grants, 
and providing other financial assistance 
needed by your school. We are very appre
ciative of your help. 

Please send us news about yourself for the 
AlumNotes and continue to share your 
thoughts, suggestions, and encouragement. 
You are the key to our success. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f/edt .e~ 'K~ 
Judi Limas Koubsky, Secretary 

Our new E-Mail addressisoshaa@oshaa.omhcoxmail.com 

Our New Website address is omahasouthalumni.org 

~ ~ 'e' 'Pmdential 

PAUL R. SOPINSKI 

13340 Californ,a 31. 
Omoho. Nil 6S! 54 
otc: ( ~O?149J· '663 
f o>: (402j J9HB05 
E·mO:I: p5opinskl@poc>mOhO(:¢ro 
Wol>liIC· wY.w.pol)t",pru<i.com Cd: (402) 203·2122 
.., Re,' (4021 .91.-4 152 

TRANE /lllijjll" 
It :\" JJarrl UI StopA Trant. '''' Hoatlng a Cootfng Systems 

Hans Heating & Ale 
Jim Krueger 

HVAC Syslems Consultant 

9103 S. 1471h SI Phone: 895-6111 
Omaha. NE 68138 Fax: 502-2177 
www.hansheating.com Cell: 210-1 529 
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SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Office E-Mail: oshaa@oshaa.omhcoxmail.com 

Dick Gulizia 330-3954 
Executive Director 

Susan Gouger 
Carmela Brooks 
Office Staff 

738-9493 

Steve Andersen 731-6359 
Carmela Brooks 896-0284 
Jason Calek 343-9384 
Jackie Casper 598-4914 
Lisa Caveny 614-311 7 
Ron Cerone - Vice President 896-1631 
Debbie Contreras 339-7428 
Julie Diehm 293-1719 
Walta Sue Dodd 733-4155 
Lori Hunter 298-7530 
Jodi Kava 334-7800 
Sandie Knudsen- Vice President 991-3113 
Scott Knudsen 991-3113 
Paul Kracher - Vi~e President 614-6166 
John Krayneski - President 734-6617 
Judi Koubsky - Secretary 331-9033 
Jerry Porterfield - Treasurer 73 1-3 129 
George Reid 334-8375 
Dean Rezac 733-6788 
Vic Riha 293-1272 
PattySvajgl 733-4117 
Judy Tesar 334-2299 
Rudy Tesar 334-2299 
Evelyn Winther 558-3840 

SHS REPRESENTATIVES 557-3600 
Mrs. Cara Riggs, Pritlcipal 
Mr. Gary Kastrick, Project Omaha 
Mr. Dave Weisser, Webmaster 

SHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to: 
• Organize, develop and build a 

dynamic group of Alumni. 
• Promote the success of SHS, its 

students and faculty through a 
variety of events, projects and 
scholarships. 
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OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 
- 1971 GEORGE DARE 

by Judy Sebron YaCio-1960 
Often poetry and music touch our very 

souls. It is often difficult to express - we just 
feel something special, and a few people are 
able to touch our souls more readily than 
others. Such is the gift of South alum George 
(Dahir) Dare who has been blessed with a 
talent to put words to music that surpass the 
ears and touch the souls of many. 

A 1971 Packer grad, George has been 
using his talent to inspire and motivate many 
for varied reasons. One of his most recent 
influential positions is serving as the 
National Spokesperson for DARE (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education) . He performs 
concerts in schools throughout the U.S. and 
has brought his message musically to over 
two million students. 

While doing the school tours, police and 
firefighters are his "roadies" since he has 
written their theme songs. These public ser
vants set up and tear down two different sets 
of equipment and rush him from school to 
school. He has been a passenger in many 
police and fire chief cars with flashing red 
lights and sirens to get hinl to his perform
ances. The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has honored hinl with its Leadership Award 
for "outstanding contributions in the preven
tion of drug abuse." He is also an Honorary 
badge-carrying Firefighter/Captain and 
Honorary Firefighter for life, an honor 
bestowed also on Jerry Lewis and Bob 
Hope. 

In addition to DARE, George has also 
created the fire safety song "Stop, Drop and 
Roll" which is taught to over eight million 
children and senior citizens allllually. 
George shares that when he began receiving 
tear-stained letters from parents saying, 
"Thank God for George Dare for saving our 
child's life," because of a song that is 2.5 
minutes in length which he wrote 25 years 
ago, he said, "I was humbled to my knees 
and have not gotten up since." 

Currently he has six upcoming music 
movie sound scores, three theme songs, and 
four jingles on which he's working. He just 
completed the theme song for the Make a 
Wish Foulldatioll. He also has a five-day, 
21-performance upcoming school tour in 
Canada. He said he chuckled when Garth 
Brooks proclaimed that he was doing nine 
concerts in three days. George said he 
thought to himself, "Move over Garth, a 
South Omaha boy is in town." 

Although he became a resident of the Las 
Vegas area in 1980 (after winning a national 
music competition to write the jingle cam-
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paign for 
that city) , 
his South 
Om a h a 
roots are 
still solid. 
W hen 
queried 
about how 
growing up 
in South 0 
influenced 
him, he 

answers, "Family, family, family." He says, 
"I love the power of music, and the fact that 
I am fortunate enough to have loved ones in 
my life who have touched me so deeply." He 
describes his family singing in the car as a 
peaceful and celebrative time. 

He fondly recalls living in a neighbor
hood where his aunt and wlcle and their five 
children lived in the upstairs of his home. 
His grandparents and two cousins lived next 
door and another aunt and uncle and their 
five children lived two houses down. He 
shares that "we had our own baseball teams, 
our own bicycle clubs, and a Superman 
comic book club where we each had a char-

acter to read." He adds that because of his 
age, he was always "stuck" being Jimmy 
Olsen to his older cousin Sam who always 
got to be Supennan. He said that Sam "is 
still Superman to me." . 

Reading comics and enjoying the written 
word served him well in his years in Dr. 
Patrick Salerno 's English classes at South. 
Dr. Salerno used to share young George's 
stories with other teachers. "Before gradua
tion, Dr. Salerno brought me into his office 
and encouraged me to keep on writing 
because he believed that he would one day 
be reading my books," George offered. 
"Pretty close" is how he describes Dr. 
Salerno's prediction although the "writing" 
turned out to be original lyrics to his 
melodies. 

Other personal heroes include his brother 
Michael, his father George Dahir, Sr., his 
Grandmother, his sixth grade teacher Mrs. 
Adwers who also encouraged George to 
keep writing, and Ms. McCrae who was 
George's junior high singing teacher. Ms. 
McCrae advised him to "keep singing 
because you love to sing." George said, 
"These heroes shaped my life in such posi
tive ways. Now I get to return the favor by 

Take a moment to nominate a candidate for the Hall of Fame. 

SHS HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM 
Nominee Information 
Name. ___________________ Graduation Year __ _ 
Addresss _____________________________________________ _ 
City, State, Zip, _________________________________________ _ 
Telephone, ________________________ _=____ 

E-Mail Address, _____________________________________________ _ 
I nominate the above individual because: (include educational background, professional background, professional 
accomplishments and honors, civic involvement, civic honors, other significant accomplishments and any other 
information you deem re levant. Include a statement of significant contributions to SHS.) Use additional sheets as 

needed. 

Nominator'S Information 
Name ___________________________ __ 
Address. __________________________ _ 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________ _ 
Telephonei __________________________ _ 

E-Mail Address. ________________________ __ 

Please return completed form by June 1, 2008 to: 
Hall of Fame Committee 
South High School 
4519 South 24th Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 
South High School established the Hall of Fame to honor outstanding alumni and community leaders who have 
made signif icant contributions to South High School. Alumni must have attended SHS at least 20 years prior to 
nomination. 
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encouraging others to live their dreams." 
In January 1975, George shared his 

"melodic writing" with over 52,000 people 
in Washington, D.C. , when he performed his 
songs on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. He 
has also appeared on Jerry Lewis ' Labor 
Day telethon to support people of all ages 
with muscular dystrophy. He has performed 
in concert with a number of recording 
artists, including Lee Greenwood who is 
best known for his rendition of God Bless 
the U.S.A. He has also appeared with "most 
of the Las Vegas icons." George pelllled the 
official city theme song "Shine Las Vegas." 

As the father of four and grandfather of 
13, George describes his large, loving fami
ly as one that never has a dull moment and 
keeps him busy remembering multiple birth
days. He shares that "my kids are my best 
friends ." 

When people ask George what he does 
for a living, he quickly responds that his liv
ing is made "being a positive role modeL" 
While creating and performing music is his 
mode of presentation, he said he wakes up 
each morning and asks God: "What do we 
get to do together today?" George adds that 
his dreams have been over-filled and his pur
pose is well defined. 

He says, ''I'm here to change and save 
lives and make the world a better place, one 
song at a time." It's obvious that he's doing 
exactly that. 

Check out his website at 
http://www.georgedare.com 

345-3438 
Serving all your lIalian bakery neecls since 19 19. 

F-amous Italian bread, pizza, cannolis, breads crumbs, etc. 

"TURN TO THE EXPERTS" 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

5088 so. 107th 51. <<is aus.733-2589 
OMAHA, NE 68127 ~ ......... " 

7301 MAIN STREET 
RALSTON, NEBRASKA 68127 

John Krnynesld, Jr. 
President 
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GOODBYE 
PRINCIPAL 
NANCY 
FABER 

A wonderful 
farewell recep
tion was held 
on May 6th at 
SHS to honor 
retiring Principal Faber. She will certainly 
be missed by all. 

WELCOME NEW PRINCIPAL 
CARARIGGS 

A reception was held on July 22 at SHS to 
welcome Mrs. Cara Riggs as the new SHS 
Principal. Jeanne and Jerry Porterfield 
took this snapshot of the last four SHS 
Principals at the reception. 

Ms. Riggs was the principal at Beveridge 
Magnet Junior High School prior to SHS. 
(from left to right: Joyce Christensen, Jerry 
Bartee, Nancy Faber and Cara Riggs) 

SPOTLIGHT ON SHS 
STUDENTS 

DeAna Lara was showcased as a beauti
ful SHS sophomore student named as a shy 
honor student hurrying between classes to 
maintain her high GPA, and peliorming as 
"A Diva by Night" in an October, 2007 
OW-H article. At age 8, DeAna began voice, 
piano and guitar lessons to impress and 
please her grandfather. She sang in youth 
choirs and at church and was very nervous 
performing. At age 11, she joined a youth 
Mariachi Band where she learned how to 
sing in both Spanish and English which she 
loved. The band instructor invited her to join 
his Mariachi Band last April because of her 
beautiful singing voice . Her band mates are 
men in tlleir 20s and 30s, and are like older 
brothers to DeAna. Her parents support her 
decision to stay with the band to develop her 
talents, and her stepfather takes her to and 
from practices and attends most of her shows 
and community events. She would like to 
sing professionally and make records, but 
her Mom would like her to graduate from 
college and become a doctor or teacher. 
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DeAna also performs in school dranlas, a 
show choir and a concert choir. She played 
Miss Sherman in the school's musical 
"Fame." 

Another OW-H article last February about 
the All-City Festival also featured this young 
lady. She has honed her musical talents over 
many years and not only sings, but plays the 
guitar and violin, and used to play the clar
inet and piano. She joined the OPS music 
festival as part of an All-City High School 
Chorus. She was chosen because of her 
involvement with the Ambassadors singing 
group and concert choir at SHS. She also 
participates in choirs at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and Assumption Catholic 
Churches. 
What an example of a motivated, hard-work
ing SHS student. Best of luck! 

Samuel Adams-2008 was named to the 
unaugural African American Achievement 
Council Scholars Hall of Fame in May 2008. 
Students were chosen for their exemplary 
initiative and exhibiting superior qualities of 
leadership, community service and academ
ics. Adams graduated with a 4.07 GPA and 
will attend UNO majoring in Computer 
Science. Congratulations! 

2008 ALUMNI 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Alunmi Association representatives were 
pleased to present $1,000 scholarship checks 
(except as noted otherwise) to the following 
2008 graduates at the May 12, 2008 
Convocation at SHS: 
Zach Baratta - Fern Watanabe A..t1s and 
Coach Mickey Sparano Memorial 
Scholarships 
Sarah Barnett - Shirley Cain Memorial 
Scholarship 
Connie Behannon - Dave Powell Scholarship 
Anthony Cabrera - Shane Kiellion 
Memorial Scholarship 
Gabe Cano - South High Centermial 
Scholarship 
Breanna Garza - Mike Stodolka 
Scholarship 
Rebecca Martinez - SHS Alumn..i 
Association $1,500 Scholarship 
Gelen Navejas - Fern Watanabe Business 
Scholarship 
Amanda Sam basile - Mudra Family 
Scholarship 
DeAnn Siderewicz - Judith Henggler Spohr 
- Kearney State Scholarship 
Audree Uhlarik - Roy SmithlSHS Alumni 
Association Scholarship 
Ayla Urwin-Toll - South High Centennial 
Scholarship 
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Donors - thank you for your generosity in 
helping these future leaders attend college. 
Pictured (left to right) : Zach Baratta, 
Anthony Cabrera and Rebecca Martinez 

SPORTS CORNER 
Send us your news (and pictures if possible) about your hole in 
one, perfect bowling game, the mountain you climbed, the race 
you won, etc., 
so we can share your success with your school alumni! 

Congratulations to Denny Koubsky-1961 for bowling an 807 
selies on 2-29-08 at Mockingbird Lanes! 

CONGRATULATIONS 2008 
SPORTS GREATS! 
Individuals 

An Easter hunting trip proved fruitful for the group of hunters (pictured below) this year 
at Wings of Thunder in Kimball S.D. The group has hunted together over the last 15 years. 
in Nebraska, Canada and South Dakota. 

1934-Paul Lynch 
1944-Cappel Curtis 
1955-Joe Toledo 

Pictured left to right: Chad Craig. Paul Kracher-1961, Butch Craig W.D. Craig and 
Frank Garofolo-1961. (Frank alld Paul have been close friends since first grade at St. 
Joseph's School and they usually geL together a couple of times a year La hunt 
waterfowl/pheasantsJ 

1957-Micheal Ramirez 
1958-Mel Masek 

Team Honors 
1947 Basketball Team 
1959 Basketball Team 

Contributor Honors 
Tim Holland - Holland Basham Architects 
Ponfino General Contractors 
Liz Bisson - Heritage Services Foundation 

Honored for contributuions to the South 
High Sports complex - Brown Park, Roy 
Smith Softball Field and the new Collin 
Field Football Stadium. 

Stories will appear in the Spring 2009 
TOOTER. 

Sports Great Banquet will be held on 
October 29, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Anthony's 

Steak House. Tickets are $30. Group PW'-
chases are recommended for seats together. 
Tickets request fonn appears below. 

SHS SPORTS GREATS BANQUET INVITATION 

Join us for a fun-filled evening 
on October 19, 1008 at 6:30 P.M. 

at Anthony's Restaurant - 71nd and F Streets 
including a wonderful dinner and program 
honoring the 2008 Sports Greats Inductees 

Cost $30 - Check Payable to Sports Greats Committee 
Narne ____________________________________________________ __ 

Admess, ____________________________________________ __ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________________ _ 

Telephone. ___________________________________________ _ 

E-Mail Admess. _______________________________________ _ 

Please return completed fonn by October 15,2008 to: 
Sports Greats Committee 

Steve Cavlovic - 3927 "X" STREET - OMAHA, NE 68107 
or SHSAA ': 5082 South 107 Street - Omaha, NE 68127 

• 

Joe Vukov. GAl, CAS 

4238 'L" Slroot. Omaha. NebraSka 68107·1048 
Oflice; 731 ·4:311. Fax! 131 ·9719 

W'M'I.'f::fl-IUkovlealtY·()Olll 
Email: ~ein$urMoe@r~$l.net 

S802 s. n nd SI. 
RALSTON. NEBRASKA 611127 

FRED KRAVNESKI 
General MMager (402) 33 Hl377 

To all ourSHS 
friends and 

family -

Blessings for all the holidays throughout the 
year from John & Judy (Sebron) Yacio 

1960 
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Nominate a worthy candidate or team for next year by returning the form below to Steve Cavlovic. 

SHS SPORTS GREATS NOMINATION FORM 

- -'-? 

Nominee Information 
Name _________________ years Attended SHS ____ _ 
Adilless ___________________________ ___ 
City, State, Zip _______________________ _ 
Telephone __________________________ ___ 
E-Mail Adilless ________________________ _ 

I nominate the above individual who earned __ Letters while at SHS in the following 
sports ______ ~ _______________________ _ 

Sports Honors - such as All City, All State, Team Captain, etc. ________ _ 

College or Professional Information'--__________________ _ 

.. ' 

Business Achievements ________________________ _ 

Civic Involvement or youth coaching or any other information about the impact this 
individual made on fellow citizens or country. 

Nominator's Information 
Name -------------------------------Address ___________________________ ___ 
City, State, Zip ________________________ _ 
Telephone ____________________________ __ 
E-Mail Adilless, ________________________ ___ 

Please return completed form by June 1,2009 to: Sports Greats Committee 
Steve Cavlovic - 3927 "X" STREET - OMAHA, NE 68107 

• 
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INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR WONDERFUL 
TEACHERS 

JEAN BRESSLER continues to add per
sonal touches to making positive impacts on 
people and animals. 

A young freshman walks into a SHS 
Spanish class in the 
fall of 1956 plan
ning to learn a new 
language, but walks 
away gaining a life
long role model. It 
IS Dr. Jean 
Bressler's Spanish 
class in the original 
"tossed salad" 
atmosphere of SHS with all kinds of ethnic 
backgrounds and socioeconomic levels. The 
former student portrays the Spanish and 
English teacher as "always looking classy, 
even wearing a tailored skirt and white 
blouse and the most ornate, exotic earrings." 
She adds, "Having a woman who had a 
Ph.D. in English from the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln teaching in South 
Omaha was awesome. Just think of the 
impact on a young female's mind that she 
could go beyond being a secretmy or home
maker. Jean Bressler always looked profes
sional, but offered a caring wm'mth that 
made me feel I could accomplish my goals if 
I worked hard enough." 

Dr. Bressler encouraged her Spmnsh stu
dents to enter a citywide contest that was 
held at Brownell Talbot School. The yOlmg 
freshman "took the bait" and decided to 
enter. Dr. Bressler gave up her early morn
ing prep time to be in the room to help the 
student work on the speech and faithfully 
tape and re-tape sessions to achieve the 
proper pronunciation and correct translation. 
The student said she has looked back many 
times over the years and still chuckles as she 
realizes, "I didn't have a prayer to win that 
contest as I was up against students from all 
over Omaha who already had two and three 
years of Spanish classes." She adds, "What 
I did win, however, was a valuable life lesson 
remembering the teacher who gave her time 
for me. She encouraged and helped me go as 

THOMAS P. CULLINANE 
OWNER 

13736 Q Street. Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
Phone (402) 895·6555 • FaK (402) 895·7810 
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far as possible at that moment. When I went 
into education as a second cm'eer later in my 
life, I always told myself that I wanted to 
have the impact on young lives that Jean 
Bressler has always had on mine. I never 
wanted to be too busy to give of myself and 
my time for a student to learn mId achieve." 

Jean Bressler made a difference in many 
lives when she taught at SHS for 14 years 
and later at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. Concentrating on her years at the 
24th & J cmnpus, Jean said she fondly 
remembers the "teanIwork dming school 
hours with sharing of ideas, the frequent 
after-school get-togethers, the lasting friend
ships with other teachers, and the fond mem
Olies of students, especially those who went 
on to do well after graduation." She recol
lects the hm'd work but "also the laughter 
when we all pitched in to help with school 
events - from the drmnas and variety shows 
to the basketball and football events ." 

A vivid remembrance for her was one 
musical, The King and I, when "some of us 
were recruited to prepare the program, 
devise lobby decorations, and help cue stu
dents in learning lines. I quickly learned that 
I may have been a teacher of English and 
Spanish, but first I was a SHS teacher and 
helped anywhere I was needed." She adds 
that Dr. Richm'd Krebs, the principal, always 
urged evelyone to attend every school event. 
She said Dr. Krebs advised faculty members 
that "our presence would allow students to 
see us as other than ' red pencil pushers.'" 

Since her first teaching job had been 
teaching physical education in California, 
Dr. Krebs assigned her to co-sponsor the 
cheerleaders, which insmed she was present 
at all the gmnes. She was department chair 
for Language Arts, which she describes as a 
"catch-all title" memnng that the depm·tment 
included English, Speech, Debate, Drmna, 
Journalism, and Foreign Languages (Latin, 
French, Spanish, and Gernlan) . "Because of 
this experience, I had a dual appointment 
that allowed me to teach English as well as 
to teach methods classes and supervise 
teachers when I moved onto the faculty at 
UNO." 

In addition to teaching English, she 
supervised students who plmmed to teach 
English, speech, journalism, and drama. 

/_ .. _ ...... _ ..... _---_ ...... _ .......... .............................. _----" 
( NOAH'S bARK\ 

A OayCare for Dogs 
Rick & Nancy Wise 
Proprietors 
Phone (402) 933·0808 
FAX (402) 933·9889 
3548 Center Street 
Omaha, NE 68105 I 
www.iNOAHSbARK.com ) 

._--/ 
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She also fOlmd time to continue making 
Omaha a better community by volunteering 
at Henry Doorly Zoo and helped Dr. Lee 
Simmons establish an education progrmn. 
She shared, "At the time, the zoo had only a 
few animals in cages, some new bear and 
primate enclosures, a couple of elephants, 
and some hoofed stock. Yearly dues were $5. 
Now the zoo has grown to a world-class 
facility and the dues are $75." 

She has also contributed time and talent 
to many organizations over the years, includ
ing the Nebraska Association for the Gifted 
for which she served as editor of its monthly 
publication. She has served as president of 
the Nebraska Writers Guild and Nebraska 
Foreign Language Association. Her profes
sional memberships and contributions are 
numerous and include the National Council 
of Teachers of English, and National 
Association for Gifted Children, and as a 
charter member of the American Creativity 
Association. 

She still maintains a very active pace and 
is a volunteer with Hearts United for 
Animals (www.hua.org) winch is a national 
no-kill shelter, sanctuary, and animal welfare 
organization dedicated to the relief of suffer
ing. She cares for foster dogs that need med
ical attention "and a great deal ofTLC." She 
said that she had two dogs that she bonded 
with as she nursed them back to health when 
they were not expected to live. Her veterinar
ian cautioned her that both little female dogs 
were so ill that they nright not live through 
the night. The happy ending is "both girl 
dogs are still with me and healthy." To date 
she has had tempormy custody of 182 dogs 
and cats in her west Omaha home. She trans
ports animals to and from the shelter, to mId 
from the Vet Specialty hospital or office, and 
often to the airport to fly to qualified 
adopters. She renrinds us that "innocent ani
mals - no matter how they have suffered -
do not hold grudges and are so forgiving and 
so grateful for kindness." 

Her zest and caring goes beyond domes
tic mnmals as she volunteers with Reading 
for the Blind and has started an at-home 
business involving Anti-aging and Welhless 
(www.1529.agingmyway.com). She said her 
motivation in doing for others is bolstered by 
the fact that she feels fortLmate that she 
enjoys good health and wants "to help others 
grow old gracefully and enjoy life to the 
fullest." 

Reverting to the topic of education, Jean 
said she would encourage those going into 
this profession today to remember, "It is a 
challenging field but a very satisfying one. 
The teaching field offers a unique opportu-

~I 
I 



nity to open the minds of yOlmg people to 
the world. Often you never realize the 
inlpact you, as a teacher, make on a yOlmg 
person. Sometinles you are able to keep in 
touch and get student updates. On rare occa
sions, you learn years later of a former stu
dent's success. If you want to be a teacher, 
remember to do your very best to provide 
each student the tools for success in life and 
trust that was enough." 

Obviously that philosophy has worked 
. very well for many on whose minds and 

souls she has left her inlprints of encourage
ment and faith as she enabled their ch'eams to 
become realities. 

stOlY by Judy Sebroll Yacio-1961 

Willis Brown was a Social Studies 
Teacher and Football Coach at SHS from 
1951-1960. He writes that reading the 
TOOTER bring back many memories. He 
helped coach several of the Sports Packer 
Greats in football with Mickey Sparano and 
Cletus Fisher and enjoys reading about for
mer students. He moved to California and 
coached football and was a counselor until 
1991. He reports that he is in good health 
and still has a home in Omaha where he 
returns each fall. He's glad to see so many 
alunmi are doing well because he really 
enjoyed his years at SHS. Thank you for 
your years of service and dedication to the 
Packers. 

Dewey Wade was the 1959-60 Assistant 
Track and Assistant Football Coach, as well 
as an Art Teacher at SHS. The Freshman 
Track Relay Team that he also coached did 
very well during his tenure. He currently 
lives in Lincoln, Kansas with his wife, 
Shirley and reported that he is planning to 
attend the first reunion of one of the football 
teams he coached after leaving SHS at the 
University of Buffalo in Buffalo, NY this 
fall. Although his eyesight is failing him, he 
keeps in touch by telephone with his SHS 
friends. He'd love to hear from you. He can 
be reached at po. Box 273 - Lincoln, KS 
67455. 

Theodore Matsukis - retired teacher - was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement in 
Excellence Through Education Award from 
the American G .I. FofUl11. Congratulations! 

Teachers - send us updates about yourself -
and include a picture so we can recall our 
memories of the great teachers we enjoyed at 
SHS. 
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BROWN PARK NAME 
HISTORY RESPONSE 

In our last TOOTER we asked what our 
readers know about Brown Park and how it 
received its name, and received the follow
ing ve,y informative response from a 1959 
graduate. 

I am a native of the Brown Park neighbor
hood in South Omaha, a graduate of Brown 
PaJk School, and I wish to respond to your 
request for information as to the origin of the 
name "Brown Park." This included an ele
mentary school, a baseball diamond, a city 
park, a swimming pool, a wading pool, a 
pavilion, and an entire neighborhood that 
extended from approximately "Q" Street 
south to "Y" or "Z," and from 13th Street to 
about 23rd Street. I'm quite sure the infor
mation printed in the last issue of the 
Alumfli Tooter was incorrect. The natpe 
does not come from "Farmer Brown," 
although it makes a good story. 

Instead, a large parcel of land was donat
ed to the city for a park by the widow of 
William D. Brown. Brown was one of the 
earliest residents of Omaha and the propri
etor of the Lone Tree Ferry, Omaha's first 
commercial enterprise which carried people 
over from Iowa to the Nebraska side of the 
Missouri River. His ferry boat was named 
after a single tree standing on the riverbank 
near today's downtown Omaha on the north 
side. William D. Brown was an early major 
land-owner and prominent citizen, and his 
grave can be found at Prospect Bill 
Cemetery among some other earliest 
founders of Omaha. 

I spent several years researching this for
merly Czech neighborhood, and I found this 
obscure but interesting information in the 
process. If anyone else has information or 
stories of Brown Park, I would enjoy hearing 
them. Thanks to the TOOTER staff for your 
interest in a piece of South Omaha history. I 
can be reached at Iduggin@mccneb.edu. 
Lorraine (Jansky) Duggin, Ph.D., South 
High Class of '59. 
Thanks Lorraine for the history lesson - very 
interesting indeed! Packers - send your 
memories and information to the alumni 
office for our next TOOTER. 

BUS: 733·0981 CELL 500·3560 FAX; 73:)·3990 

THOMPSON ROOFING 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

BILL THOMPSON 
4436 SOlffil 12TH 
OMAHA. NE 68107 

• 

A BROWN PARK MEMORY 
- 1941 BALL TEAM 
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The attached photo is in response to your 
invitation for stories on Brown Park. Sadly, 
my parents Nick and Marge Erkman 
(Monk) both South High graduates are 
deceased so I can't provide a lot of informa
tion about this photo. The picture was taken 
in 1941, the team was sponsored by Ernie 
Hoffman Service Station at 13th and 
Harrison, and I remember my father saying 
that they played in Brown Park. The team 
was All-City Champs and the joke for my 
father was that he was the only protestant on 
the team! 

My father would have been 14 in this 
photo which we had on display at his funer
al. Several members of the team showed up 
and were quite pleased to see the photo. 
Hopefully, someone is still alive who can tell 
you more about the team. (My mother gave 
a copy to Louie Marcuzzo who put it on dis
play in Louie M's on Vinton Street.) 
Regards, 
Jody (Erkman) Distefano-1973 
MD 1 0841@navix.net 

Back row: L-R - Rich Dibelka, Jack 
Schnider, Walt Spivak, Bob McNutt, Joe 
Kolar, Steve Korwick, O'Brad 
Marinkovich, Connie Johnson 

Middle row - John Sterba, Art Gomez, 
Chuck Schneider, Andy Marinkovich, Joe 
Skoff, Bob Yambor, Nick Erkman 

Front row - Steve Marinkovich, Hinky 
Dorms, Rich Franks 
Thanks for sharing your memOlY and this 

great photo! We hope to receive more pho
tos and stories from our readers! 

tt .... \ ED a: JULIE DIEHM 
_ . . \ .' ... (402) :293· 17 19 

.: n 
~ E&JDRYWALL 

New & Remodel Work. Hanging, Taping & Texturing 

10504 Cr:DAR ISLAND ROAD 
BELLEVUE, NE 68123 
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TUNA AND PEAS 
CASSEROLE 

Another wonderful recipe from the OPS 
Cafeteria Classics Recipe Book! Hmmm 
- no directions for making the white 
sauce! Anyone know how? 

2 cans tuna fish (66.5 oz) 
% cup cracker crumbs 
1-1 /2 cups peas - drained 
1-1 /2 quarts white sauce 
1 cup diced, cooked celery 

Place part of the cracker crumbs on bot
tom of buttered 9 x 13 pan. Add tuna, 
peas and celery. Pour white sauce over 
top. Let white sauce soak to bottom 
using a fork. Do not stir. Sprinkle remain
ing cracker crumbs over top. 

Bake at 275 degrees for 1 hour. Serves 
16. 

PROJECT OMAHA -
SOUTH OMAHA LIBRARY 
UPDATE 

Many of you helped with a write-in cam
paign to Mayor Mike Fahey and 
Superintendent of Schools John Mackiel 
over the last couple of years explaining why 
we want to move Project Omaha out of its 
cramped quarters in SHS and move it to the 
old South Omaha Library. We thank you for 
taking time to write or call. 

Our letters explained that the learning 
center would act as a magnet to draw citi
zens back to South Omaha, and breathe new 
life into the area. High school students 
woi.J1d provide the in-house projects and cre
ative displays for a different perspective on 
Omaha history as an important learning tool. 

The Library would become the ware
house of interviews, doclUnentaries, histori
cal resources and local artifacts. You have 
already embraced this project by donating 
memorabilia and family histories. These 
items have been combined to become a 
hands-on MuselUll of Omaha history to 
teach ollr children about their rich heritage. 

If you have been following the news, you 
have noted that the new South Omaha 
Library at 28th and Q Streets is now open, 
and the old Library at 23rd and M Streets 
will probably be sold at auction. We hope to 
be ready to bid, so we can acquire the build
ing and use it as a learning center with the 
historic materials displayed by Project 
Omaha. Look up the OW-H article titled 
"History group covets South Library build
ing" on the front page of the Midlands sec
tion on 6-1-08 for more information about 
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tilis wonderful project. (A copy is at the 
office if you would like to stop by to read it.) 

We need your assistance to help us 
acquire this building! Send your donations 
to the office and tell us about any personal 
contacts you may have who could possibly 
help us. 

2008 BOWLING SHOOT OUT 
Many bowlers threw strikes galore - and 

if they did it when 
their number was 
drawn, they won $25. 
The lucky tlU'ee were 
Chris Saklar, 
Jeremy Weeks, and 
Rich Gryha. And 
many 50/50 raffle tickets were bought - and 
the lucky wil1Iler of $80 cash was Jeremy 
Weeks ! What a lucky day for all of tilem -
1;;"111"S1~ra;~r.:II'I"~1:II'f'lI especially Jeremy. 

Congratulations and 
thanks to all who 
showed up for this 
fun day to raise some 
scholarship funds for 
SHS students. 
Special thanks also 

'------------' to Veronica 
Krayneski, Chair of tilis event. Here are 

• 



GOLFERS ARE WINNERS! 
No doubt about it - each golfer pictured 

below at the 2008 Golf Tournament at 
Tregaron Golf Course on July 20, 2008 is a 
winner! 

They showed up and swung away to raise 
scholarship funds for the students at SHS -
and they had lots offim, a great steak dinner, 
and won many nice prizes in the process -
not only those listed below, but many won
derful door prizes were awarded. 

The winning scorers were: 
First Flight First Place - Pat Walling, 

Chuck Severin, Rob Murphy 
and Mike Shuput 
Second Place - Don Davis, 
Paul Woster, Dwight Monis, 
Tony Bemady 

Second Flight First Place - Georgene & 
JemlY Negrete, Lannie 
Kiscoan, Lori Bobier 
Second Place - Fred & Sandy 
Pote, Jan & Angie Podoll 

Third Flight First Place - Bill Wichita, Vic 
Riha, Kevin Kiellon, Ted 
Seretko 
Second Place - Ron 
Krayneski, Sue Krayneski, 
Barry & Connie Vlach 

Hole I Longest Putt Mitch Emery 
Hole 3 Closest 2nd Shot Chris Hardick 
Hole 7 Longest Drive in the Fairway 

Barrett 
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Hole 8 Closest to Pin on First Shot 
John Sorensen 

Hole 10 Longest Putt Paul Woster 
Hole 12 Closest to Pin on First Shot 

Mike Kuhse 
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Hole 14 Closest to Pin on Third Shot 
Bud Novak 

Hole 16 Longest Putt Ladies Only 
Sue Krayneski 

Hole 18 Closest Second Shot 
Ron Krayneski 
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COLLIN FIELD 
UPDATES 

Holland Center Luncheon 
Jim Young-1970, Pres
ident and Chief Executive 
Officer of Union Pacific 
Railroad hosted a wonder
fulltillcheon on March 19, 
2008 at the Holland 
Center to update Heritage 
Foundation members, 

South Omahans, and other interested parties 
regarding the plans for Collin Field and to 
ask for support for the project. He shared the 
architect's ren- ...... ,.....-_____ ....... __ 

dering and 
explained the 
impact this 
construction 
will have on 
the South 
Omaha com-
munity, and 
South High 
athletes. Representatives of the Foundation, 
Peter Kiewit Construction and SHS Alunmi 
spoke during a short program. George Reid-
1945 (pictured above with Liz Bisson of the 
Heritage Foundation) was the lucky winner 
of a drawing to win a sketch of SHS. 

Ground Breaking Ceremony 

Mayor Mike Fahey, Council Garry 
Gernandt, Superintendent of Schools 
John Mackiel, Principal Nancy Faber, and 
SHSAA President John Krayneski and 
other dignitaries, school staff and students 
took part in a ground breaking ceremony at 
Collin Field on May 7, 2008. 

South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

Guests and students 
pictured below. 

• 
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Construction 
Here are some photos of the "hole" during 
construction. We'll try to update you as this 
work progresses. 

Roy Smith Field - Scoreboard 
Here is a photo of the wonderful scoreboard 
before the crew placed it on the field. 

ALU 
Please send us name, address and telephone 
number changes, as well as names and 
addresses of friends, family and classm,ates, 
who are not currently receiving the Alumni 
TOOTER. Be sure to include class year and 
maiden name where applicable. We need this 
information to keep our database updated. It 
costs us $.83 for your new address each time 
one of you moves and do not notifY us. 

Also, please send ALL information updates, 
clothing orders, membership payments, 
donations, archival contributions, inquiries 
and all other correspondence to: 

Dr. Richard Gulizia - SHS Alumni 
Association Office - 5082 S. 107 Street -
Omaha, NE 68127 Or Call 402-738-9493 
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1931-Virginia (Syndor) Nieman celebrated 
her 95th birthday on 3-24-08. Virginia is a 
long-time resident of Omaha. In addition to 
raising her three children with her husband 
(now deceased), Virginia has worked all her 
life in the packinghouse, at several restau
rants and for department stores. She was the 
manager at Claire's Boutique at the 
Westroads Mall and still works six days a 
week as the manager of a storage facility. 
Happy 95th Birthday, Virginia . 

1932-Marissa (Bilby) Lind - Marissa was 
one of the first organizers of her class 
reunions and remained on the committee 
until her death. Her experiences and the 
friendships she made at SHS were among 
the most favorite tinles in her life. She cher
ished every classmate and kept those friend
ships until her death. Her daughter, Pamela 
S. Bridgmon sent the Alunmi several 
reunion books and newspapers articles for 
our archives. Pamela wrote, "Long Live 
South High!" What a wonderful tribute to 
SHS and her parents. Many thanks for pro
viding reunion books/articles to the Alumni 
Association! 

1934-Lillian (Yager) Bulat wrote "Thank 
you for sending the TOOTER. I really enjoy 
it. Thanks for remembering us Old Timers!" 
We appreciate your comments. 

1935-Mildred (Mortensen) Walsh celebrat
ed her 90th birthday on 3-9-08. Mildred was 
featured in the Omaha World-Herald as one 
of the Lynch Park "bag ladies," a group of 
elderly women who routinely volunteer their 
time to clean their neighborhood park. 
'Mildred also takes an active role in her 
Neighborhood Watch program. 
Congratulations and thank you for your 
service to our community! 

1937-Norma (Henderson) Whiteing writes 
she is 87 years young by her eyes and ears, 
and her memory is not so great, but she still 
enjoys receiving her TOOTER. We are so 
glad to hear from our "younger alumni." 

1938-Eleanor (Reynolds) Leach writes, 
"It 's always fun to receive my TOOTER. I 
always look forward to it." Thank you for 
your feedback. 

1938-Joseph T. Pecha was awarded the 
Bronze Star for heroic service in WWII in 
the Pacific Theater. He was in the 37th 
Infantry Divis.ion from Ohio. He married in 
1942, was gone for three years with no vaca
tions, and missed three years of holidays. 
Thank you for your service to our country . 

• 

1938-Cecelia (Wrobleski) Sisco would like 
to hear from other 1938 graduates. Send 
your correspondence to Cecelia @ 815 
Chapin Street - Apt. 208, Eau Claire, WI 
54701-4336. Come on 1938 graduates - con
tact Cecelia and reminisce about times at 
SHS! 

1940-Harold Skripsky sent the Alumni 
Association a copy of his historical booklet 
entitled "1944 -1946 550th Night Fighters 
P61 Black Widow HistOlY - Melanesian 
Memories" by Sgt. Harold O. Skripsky. The 
booklet includes pictures, maps and sum
maries of his experiences in the South 
Pacific during WWII. Anyone wishing to 
read his booklet, please contact the Alunmi 
Association. Thank you for sharing this won
derful piece of histDlY with us! 

1942-Doris (Rogers) McCartney was a 
journalist for the Iowa County newspaper, 
serving as Family Editor, columnist, general 
reporter and feature writer. She produced 
The Stone Jar for 30 years. She also was a 
farmer, a volunteer tutor for local schools for 
20 years and a Sunday school teacher for 53 
years. She said "It is rather ironic that the 
circulation of the South High TOOTER , 
where I was editor for one year, rated more 
circulation than some local newspapers do 
currently." It is always a pleasure to hear 
from our alumni. 

1945-Larry and 1944-Velma VogItanz cel
ebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on 
5-31-08 with family in Springfield, VA and 
they renewed their wedding vows at Holy 
Trinity in Omaha on 7-8-08 . 
Congratulations! 

1948-James Hrbek and his brothers, 
Charles-1950 and Stanley-1951 were writ
ten up in the OW-H in 1948 for having per
fect attendance at SHS - there every day and 
on time. The article stated that they dress 
alike in plaid casu
al shirts and dark 
trousers. Their 
teacher was quoted 
as stating that the 
boys "cooperate in I_"',~_ ' 
an essential for a 
successful high 
school career -
planning time enough to get there on time 
each day. That quality, coupled with ability 
will help the boys to make good in business." 
How fun to have a current picture of the 
"boys" - and two of them in plaid shirts! 



1948-Bob Rodgers was featured in a May 
OW-H article as being a "Walking History 
Book" about Omaha 's era of unheralded 
black athletes. He said when he was a teen 
he took the streetcar every day to SHS for a 
nickel and earned seven varsity letters. At 
the time he was the only black athlete on the 
baseball and basketball teams. He was quite 
a legend himself, playing baseball and offi
ciating basketball games or coaching base
ball, softball and basketball. He knew even 
then that records are important and he made 
scrapbooks to chronicle the heroes of the 
day. He suffers from cancer and figures the 
last item in his scrapbook will be about his 
ending. He hopes somebody will be inter
ested in the history he has recorded and will 
write stories about it someday. 

1948-Bob . Schneider 
resides in Rocklin, CA 
and writes that he reads 
the TOOTER from 
cover to cover as soon 
as it arrives. He would 
love "snail mail" from 
his classmates and 

1.-_____ ----1 friends from the old 
days. You can write to him at 4914 El Don 
Drive - Rocklin, CA 98677. 

1953-Marcheta Kovanda Foster shared her 
memories of a fellow classmate in her art 
class at SHS. She said his name was Pat 
Ryan and he was an excellent artist already. 
On a whim she bid'on an oil painting on lille 
by an artist named Henri Plisson called 
"Rose Cottage" a while back. When she 
looked up his biography she discovered 
Henri and Pat are one and the same. She 
said Pat received his Master of Fine Arts 
degree from the University of California. In 
Marcheta's search to locate Pat, she contact
ed several art galleries and one reported they 
thought he may be deceased. Does anyone 
have any information about this talented 
impressionist painter? If so let us know and 
we 'll update our readers in the next 
TOOTER. 

1954-Silvera (Argintean) Evanoff donated 
several South High TOOTERS dating from 
1973 through 1976. Thank you so muchfor 
this memorabilia - it is greatly appreciated. 

1955-Harry L. Andersen entered the Navy 
after graduation, and when he returned, he 
worked as a truck mechanic hefore begin
ning his career in the printing press installa
tion field. He married an Iowa girl, Deanne 
Rager, and they raised a son and daughter 
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both of whom received graduate degrees in 
college. Harry enjoyed coaching his son's 
little league baseball and football teams. 
After many years as a machinist for several 
press erector companies, Harry and two 
partners started their own company called 
Masthead International, Inc. which is based 
in Albuquerque, NM. They installed print
ing presses all over the world, and Harry 
retired as Vice President of the company in 
2000. He enjoys golfing, playing with his 
grandsons and tinkering around in his yard 
and his daughter's yard. He also grows a 
mean tomato, a few vegetables and flowers 
and is active in the commwlity. Thanks for 
the update! 

1956-Al and 1958-Jo Gundersen celebrat
ed their 50th AwIiversary on 4-12-08 . 
Congratulations! 

1956-Kay (Merriam) Ivey donated a SHS 
yearbook for the year of 1956. Thank you for 
remembering the Alumni Association. We 
welcome and appreciate any yearbooks or 
other memorabilia for the Alumni archives. 

1958-Ed and 1961-Elaine (Pechar) 
Svoboda donated South High TOOTERS 
from 1923, 1927, 1928 and 1929. Thank you 
so much for your donation. What a thrill to 
have these for our archives. 

1957-Bob and Barb Flaherty Campos cel
ebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
3-9-08 with a reception at the UNO Alumni 
Center. Congratulations! 

1959-Lorraine Jansky 
Duggin has taught 
English as a Second 
Language for credit 
students at the 
Metropolitan 
Community College 
South Omaha Campus 
for the past eight years. 
She says it's been a 
great experience, and that her students come 
from all over the world. CWTently, they're 
from Cameroon, Togo, Benin, Burma, 
Vietnam, Mexico, Sudan, Somalia, and 
other countries. Some are international stu
dents; others are refugees; many are perma
nent residents. This year she also started as a 
Consultant iJ! . the Writing Center, helping 
students from all over the campus with their 
compositions, resumes, applications, and 
grallunar and writing assignments, which 
she feels is both challenging and rewarding 
work. She is still writing and publishing 
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poetry, and most recently has been writing 
creative non-fiction pieces. She dances in 
four folk-dancing groups: the Omaha 
International Dancers, Prairie Waves Morris 
Dancers, Scandinavian Folk Dancers of 
Omaha, and Scottish Country Dancers, 
which keeps her very busy! Thanks for the 
update on your very interesting life, 
Lorraine! 

1960 - Judy Sebron 
Yacio finished her term 
as the President of the 
Arlington Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary and 
her three-year term as 
editor of its newsletter. 
We thank her for writing L.-..ILi...lo....._..c...;.;;~1U 
two stories for this edition of the TOOTER! 

1961-Judi Clark Koubsky just returned 
from a two-week trip to Mongolia to meet a 
new grandson (two-year old Sam) and help 
her daughter and son-in-law bring him home 
to Nebraska. 

1961-Judy Meister Stiles labels herself as 
an amateur paleontologist for the past 30 
years. She said her interest started when she 
took a Geology class in California and the 
class went on a field trip to look for fossils . 
She instantly became hooked. She has fossil 
items in the Smithsonian Musewn and the 
Raleigh Museum of Natural Sciences. She 
serves as a guide for the PCS Phosphate 
Mine (open pit) in Aurora, NC, taking visi
tors on a fossil hunt while ensuring their 
safety. She also volunteers at the Raleigh 
Museum in ilie prep lab. Judy reported tlIat 
there were two scientific papers written on 
fossils she found - one was published on an 
Echinoid that had never been reported found 
in North Carolina before; and ilie other is on 
Trilobite fossils (which proved a scientific 
theory) that is currently under scientific 
review for publication. Also, several years 
ago she found a Saber-Toothed Cat out West 
in Nebraska, which is probably a once-in-a
lifetime find. She will loan it to the Aurora 
Fossil Museum, in North Carolina, for dis
play. The Norili Carolina Fossil Club is 
working on a CD ROM of North Carolina 
fossils and Judy will be doing ilie section on 
brachiopods. It is to be distributed world 
wide to professional and amateur paleontol
ogists alike. She states that fossils are some
thing- she sincerely enjoys and is passionate 
about. Judy lives in Minnesott Beach, NC 
near the Atlantic Ocean and is the first pale
ontologist from SHS that we have identified. 
Are there others out there? If so, let us hear 
from you . 

I 
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1963-Marlin Briscoe was interviewed by 
Tom Shatel from the OW-H in February. 
Marlin said that Omaha actor John Beasley 
is producing a movie based on Briscoe's life 
of ups and downs. We lookforward to hear
ing more about this exciting idea! 

1965 - Don Preister, our State Senator has 
proposed a ban on the sale of toys and child 
care articles that contain more than a minis
cule amount of lead. 

1970-Sharon (Watson) Irwin retired in 
May 2007 after teaching in the Westside 
Community School District. Upon retire
ment, she received the Westside Education 
Association's "School Bell Award." She is 
presently employed as a Special Education 
assistant for Westside Community Schools. 
Congratulations, Sharon! 

1971-Phil Mc Evoy writes "Attention Class 
of 1971 - meet us at Sortino 's Pizza Parlor at 
78th & L Street at 6 p.m. on the second 
Saturday of the month during February, 
April, June, August, October, and December. 
Invite any of our classmates. Any questions 
call 689-6457 or 292-1235. We plan this to 
be an ongoing tradition to keep it simple. We 
hope your classmates take note -sounds like 
{un. 

1974 - AI Martinez 
recently joined us for 
our Board of Directors 
meeting and volun
teered to help with 
future mailings and 
events . He already 

L..-__ """",,,,,,,,-_,;u helped with the 70s 

Decades Dance! Thanks for your interest 
and willingness to help! 

Louie M's Breakfast Club - This photo 
was taken of SHS alums and friends enjoy
ing coffee and dessert at Louie M's Burger 
Lust at 17th and Vinton while waiting for the 
Smith Field scoreboard to be installed. 
What a fun group - another example of 
South Omaha being a "family" forever! 
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RENT A PARTY ROOM 
Don't try to cram tons of people into your 
home for baby and wedding showers, birth
day celebrations, family reunions, card par
ties, receptions, meetings, etc. Rent the 
lovely new office bay next to the SHSAA 
office at 5080 South 107 Street (off 108 and 
Q Street) for only $25 an hour for your fes
tivities. Refrigerator, table and chairs, and 
handicap accessible restroom provided. 
Occupancy limit is 50. Contact the Alumni 
office for more information or to schedule 
your event. 

2008 CREDIT CARD 
PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 
Reminder - for your convenience, SHSAA is 
now accepting VISA or MasterCard credit 
card payments for your donations, member
ship payments, memorials, clothing orders, 
advertising, postage fee payments, registration 
fees, ticket purchases, bay rental, etc. 

Just call the office at 738-9493 to provide your 
credit card munber, expiration date and billing 
address with the details of your payment. No 
need to search for an envelope or stamp to 
complete your SHSAA financial transactions. 
Your information will be kept completely con
fidential. 

TERRIFIC SPAGHETTI DINNER 

We received testimonials fi'om some of 
our satisfied customers at our 13th Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner held on April 5, 2008 at 
Sokol Hall South Omaha at 21st and U 
Streets and are reprinting three of them 
below. 

Evelyn Latke wrote, "I want to tell you 
what a good time I had on Saturday, April 5 
at the Spaghetti Dinner Benefit. I came for 
the first time with my good friends Bill and 
Ronna Graskowiak. I ate lots of good food, 
met new friends and even won a raffle bas
ket and split the pot. For certain I will return 
next year." We are glad you could join us. 

Donna Simmons wrote, "We would like 
to let you know that SHSAA puts on the 
greatest spaghetti feed that we know of. We 
would like to thank you so much for having 
this event and to keep up the wonderful job 
you are doing with this Annual Spaghetti 
Feed." We look forward to seeing you next 
year. 

1956-JoAnn (petrovich) Moline wrote 
"Last month on April 5, I had the pleasure of 
attending my first South High Alumni 
Association Spaghetti Dinner at Sokol. 
There were a large number of people, but the 
lines moved quickly. The food was plentiful 
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and delicious . Our iced tea glasses were 
refilled promptly and inunediately after fin
ishing our meal, the trays were picked up, 
and we did not have to move. There were 
many large baskets of "goodies" raffled off 
and I was fortunate to win one of them. ( I 
never win anything) Thank you' for a great 
evening. Thank you for the feedback. 
And a good time was had by all! 

MEMORIALS GIVEN 
Memorials were given in honor and 
memory of: 

Majorie L. (Gran) Houser-1925 from 
Glenn Houser. 
Marissa Bilby Lind-1932 and George H. 
Lind from daughter, Pamela S. Lind 
Bridgmon. 
George Koziol-1963 from Stan-1963 
and Judy-1964 Maliszewski. 
Doris Vincent-SHS teacher from 
Pauline Williams Lnndgren-1962. I-

Terry Groves-1966 from Ed Diehm-
1965 and Julie Riha Diehm-1966. 
Marcella (Williams) Kurimchak from 
Howard (Gene)-1946 and Dorothy Sowl. 
Stan "Skip" Kraw-1966 from Don 
Hempel-1963. 
Kenneth Bartlett from Lorraine 
Bartlett-1944. 
June Marie (Radik) Kaminski Sexton-
1990 from Barbara Revers-1961. 
William J.Andersen-1948 from Robert 
Andersen-1949 and Mary Ann 
Andersen-1955. 
Sherleen Chance Reilly-1956 from Tom 
Doyle-1975. 
Doris (McCown) Capps-1940 from 
Leonard and Josephine Godown-1940. 
Donald Begley-1951 from Rich and 
Donna Krambeck-1951. 
Lorraine (Miller) Ruther-1946 from Ed 
Swanson-1942 and Bette (Erea) 
Swanson-1946. 

MEMORIAM PRAYER 

Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way, 
That even when I kneel to pray, 
My prayer shall be - for others. 

Help me in the work I do, 
To ever be sincere and true, 
And know that all I'd do for you 
Must needs be done - for others. 

And when my work on earth is done, 
And my new work in Heaven is begun, 
May I forget the crown I've won, 
While thinking still - of others. 

I 



IN MEMORIAM 
1924-Helen (Menshik) Moore of Bellevue 
died 2-19-08. To our knowledge, Helen was 
the oldest graduate from SHS. She was 102 
years old. She enjoyed gardening and plant
ed her last garden at the age of 96. Helen 
continued caring for African violets indoors 
past her 100th birthday. 
1925-Mar jorie Louise (Gran) Houser died 
11-07. 
1931-George Brasch died in 2007. 
1932-Florian L. "Lutch" Herdzina of 
Omaha died 2-1-08. He was a South Omaha 
barber for over 50 years. 
1932-Sophia (Newman) Kimmel died 
2-1-08. 
1932-Stanley Kurz of Oakland, CA died 
2-18-08. 
1932-A1yce (Slezak) Pavlick of Omaha died 
3-2-08. 
1932-Elizabeth (Allison) Ridley died 
8-27-08. 
1933-Evelynn (Martin) Bennington died 
12-15-07. Evelynn and her husband, Wilson 
Martin, both graduated from Northwestern 
Bible School in Minneapolis after they were 
married. She helped her husband pastor five 
churches in Wisconsin and Arizona before 
retiring to Tucson. Evelynn was very cre
ative, enjoyed handwork, and was an expert 
seamstress. 
1933-Adolph Berka of Omaha died 9-1 8-03 
1933-Helen (Sanduski) Coulter of Omaha 
died 2-4-08. 
1933-Loretta (Dundis) Dahir of Omaha 
died 1-8-08. 
1933-Louise (Meier) Kovar of Omaha died 
4-11 -08. She graduated from St. Joseph's 
School of Nursing at Creighton University 
in 1936 and married Dr. William Riley 
Kovar in 1937. Louise worked side by side 
with her husband at his medical practice 
until their children were born. 
1934-Margaret (Stewart) Berka of Omaha 
died 3-23-08. 
1934-Cleo (Dinsmore) Schmidtke of 
Omaha died 1-8-08. 
1934-William (Bill) Wagner of Omaha died 
3-25-08. Bill was a WWII Veteran and 
received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart. 
He was a longtime Falstaff employee. 
1935-William Frank Davis died 4-08. 
1935-Frances (Galus) Sempek of Omaha 
died 4-2-08. 
1936-Andrew Bernth of Omaha died 
5-13-08. Andrew was the past president of 
South Omaha Eagles and Carpenter Local 
444. 
1936-Mike Elias of Omaha died 2-08. 
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1936-Frank Forman of Omaha died 
4-28-08. 
1936-A1ice (Cavanaugh) Springhower 
died 1-4-08. 
1936-Helen (Kalina) Zentz of Bellevue, 
NE died 1-27-08. 
1937-Zdenka (Vrana) May of Omaha died 
4-30-08. 
1937-Robert Newton of Omaha died 
12-28-07. 
1937-Roseann (Skrivanek) Petersen died 
2-08. 
1938-Anna (Schmidtke) Baker of Omaha 
died 2-6-08. 
1938-Donald Baker of Omaha died 6-7-08. 
Don served in the US Army and was a life
time member of VFW Post #3421. He 
enjoyed painting and drawing. 
1938-Ruth (Woodard) Kersten of Papillion 
died on 6-20-08. 
1938-Burt McCrea, Jr. died 6-16-07. 
1938-Charlie Scudder died 2-08. 
1938-George Slizesld died 4-15-08. 
1938-LeRoy Swoboda of Omaha died 
5-25-08. 
1939-Betty (AI tic) Driscoll died 6-9-08. 
1939-James Poulicek of Omaha died 
1-16-08. 
1939-Charles Soul a died in 8-07. 
1939-Donald Vandenberg of Omaha died 
9-1 7-07. He served for three years in the 
U.S. Navy during WWII as a hospital corps
man in the South Pacific. Don was a co
owner of Bruckaer Mercantile in Platte 
Center, NE for many years. 
1940-Doris (McCown) Capps of Omaha 
died 4-8-08. Doris was an advocate for 
financial credit for women. The long-time 
Omaha resident was chair of the Credit Task 
Force of the Mayor's Commission on the 
Status of Women and often spoke about 
managing personal finances through mar
riage, divorce and widowhood and other cir
cunlstances. She died of throat cancer at a 
nursing home in St. Petersburg, FL. 
1940-Ludwig Phillips of Omaha died 
2-1 2-08. 
1940-Dorotheann (Brennan) R andolph 
died 4-8-08. 
1941-George Akromis of Omaha died 
2-17-08. 
1941-Keith Byers of Placentia, CA died 
7-14-08. 
1941-George Bang of Omaha died 3-3 1-08. 
1941-Catherine (Vukuv) Donahue of 
Omaha died 3-22-08. 
1941-Margaret Eden died 4-18-08. 
1941-Betty (Browning) Kohl of Omaha 
died 1-4-08. 
1941-Bernard McKernan 
1941-Robert M. Slovek of Omaha died 
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5-24-08. Robert t!ruisted in the Army during 
WWII and arrived. in Europe at Omaha 
Beach. He fought through the hedgerow of 
NOfl11andy, earned R&R at Nice, and joined 
with occupational forces in Germany at the 
conclusion of the War. Upon returning 
home, Robert became a proud member of 
the Omaha Plasterer's Union and rose 
through the ranks to become president dur
ing the height of its prominence in the con
struction industry. 
1941-John Soula died in 3-08. 
1941-Ann E. (Tichy) Van Valin of Boulder, 
CO died 1-5-08. She taught homemaking 
courses, art, English, and commercial in 
small town high schools in eastern Nebraska 
and western Iowa. 
1941-Charles Volenec of Omaha died 
4-3-08. 
1942-William Briza of Omaha died 4-9-08. 
He was the fOfl11er owner of Briza Radio & 
TV. He served in the Army with the Marines 
at Iwo Jima where he was wounded and later 
awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. 
1942-Helen (Dube) Dame of Omaha died 
1-24-08. 
1942-Mary Jane (We Ina) Forman of 
Omaha died 1-3-08. 
1942-Fred Hearty of Omaha died 2-1-08. 
1942-Robert Kroeger of Omaha died 
4-25-08. He served his country in World War 
II as a member of the 191 st Army Tank 
Battalion in the European Theater. 
1942-Emil (Harold) Texel died 9-8-07. 
1943 Pauline (Bartlett) Bautz of Omaha 
died 6-23-08. 
1943-Mary Anne (Skradski) Bazis of 
Omaha died 6-14-08. 
1943-Rev. Paul Begley, Jr. of Omaha died 
1-22-08. Rev. Begley was an Ordained Priest 
for 53 years for the Archdiocese of Omaha. 
He was a veteran of WWII and a Radio 
Operator ofUSS Nassau CVEI6 and served 
in the South Pacific. He was a member of 
the Knights of ColUl11bus 6192 Bellevue, 
American Legion Post No. 331 , Old Timers 
Baseball Association, USS Nassau 
Association, and Old Seadogs Aircraft 
Carrier Association of Omaha. Father Paul 
was the president and founder of CPL, Inc. 
and was the official, self-appointed, 
Prognosticator of the Archdiocese of Omaha 
Clergy appointments. 
1943-Gerald Callahan died 2-17-08. 
1943-Eloise (Manard) Johnson of Omaha 
died 5-5-08. 
1943-Joseph Ranallo died 2-9-08. 
1943-Jean Theresa (Coufal) Soula died in 
2005. 
1944-Selma Corby of Plattsmouth died 
1-15-08 . 
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1944-Patricia (Ripley) Duncan of Papillion 
died 2-19-08. 
1944-Michael Godek. 
1944-Mildred (Johnson) Sahan died 
5-12-08. 
1945-Ethel (Goodman) Barta of Omaha 
died 1-24-08. 
1945-Arthur Franks of Omaha died 
1-21-08. 
1945-Mary (Madrigal) Herrera of 
Bellevue died 2-2-08. 
1945-Lois (Denham) Jacobsen. 
1946-Virginia (Nick) Betts of Omaha died 
3-25-08. 
1946-Marcella (Williams) Kurimchak 
died 1-26-08. 
1946-Nancy (Pirruccello) Mauro of 
Omaha died 4-1-08. 
1946-Doris (Snyder) Pritchard of Keller, 
TX died 1-27-08. 
1946-Lorraine (Miller) Ruther died 
4-21-08. Lorraine retired in 1994 after work
ing many years for the National Park 
Service. 
1947-Teresa (Sullivan) Franco of Bellevue, 
NE died 12-19-07. 
1947-Christine (Harmon) Golka died 
6-16-08. 
1947-Virginia (Frese) Jensen of Omaha 
died 3-9-08. 
1947-James Krin of Omaha died 12-29-07. 
Jim was the original owner of Jim's Center 
Gyros. 
1948-William Andersen of Pacific 
Junction, IA suffered a stroke and died 
12-2-08. Bill began his career in the electri
cal field working in electrical wholesale 
houses in Omaha. He served two years in the 
Army during the Korean War. 
1948-Mary (Whitney) Forsyth of Omaha 
died 1-7-08. 
1948-Donald Green. 
1948-Delores (Zezulak) Grow died 
6-20-08. 
1948-Kenneth Schlesiger of Omaha died 
2-10-08. 
1948-Donald L. Sempek of Omaha died 
12-07. 
1948-Betty June (Jensen) Stone died 
3-9-08. 
1949-Charles Erftmier of Omaha died 
3-28-08. Charles earned the Bronze Star in 
Vietnam during TET Offensive of 1968 and 
was a life member of the DAY. He taught 
Social Sciences at Metro Community 
College from 1974-1998. 
1949-Evelyn (Cherek) Machacek of 
Omaha died 6-9-08. 

1949-Louis Motykowski of Omaha died 
5-1 8-08. 
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1949-John "Jack" Otten died 6-7-08. 
1950-Joann (Frish) Knobelauch of 
Topeka, KS died 5-25-08. 
1950-Dorothy (Westling) Kuhns. 
1950-Rilla (Grahm) Mahr of Bellevue died 
4-21 -08. 
1951-Donald Begley of Omaha died 
2-18-08. He served in the US Navy from 
1951 to 1954. Don was part owner of 
Anderson Fire Equipment, was past presi
dent of The National Association of Fire 
Equipment Distributors and received its 
highe~t award. Don was a civic organizer 
and very active in committees throughout 
Omaha. 
1951-Shirley (Hane) Carman of Omaha 
died 4-28-08. 
1951-Mary (Yelnek) Jakocko of LaVista 
died 5-23-08. 
1~51-Bonita (Daubert) Robinson of 
Bellevue died 2-10-08. 
1952-Dorothy (Sorich) King died 11-5-07. 
1953-Mary (Hamilton) Baker died 
6-10-08. 
1953-Gerald Lathrop died 1-27-08. 
1953-Geraldine (Rech) Johnston of 
Omaha died 5-31-08. 
1954-A1ice Faye (Curtis) Fischer of Gretna 
died 5-23-08. 
1954-Wallace Hein died 6-29-08. 
1954-Anton Kasun died 1-2-08. 
1954-Sylvia (McLaughlin) Mickells of 
Omaha died 3-29-08. 
1954-JamesA. Tempest died 5-12-08. 

,1955-James Dropinski of Omaha died 
5-18-08. 
1955-Kenneth Martin of Thornton, CO 
died 12-30-07. 
1956-Zita (Smailys) Douglas of Bellevue, 
NE died 1-8-08. 
1956-Bonnie (Schwartzlander) 
Parmentier died 2-21-08. 
1956-Deanna (Dee) Renee Davis Saldivar 
died 1-23-08. 
1956-Judy (Baumgartner) Weinand of 
Omaha died 6-15-08. 
1957-Susan (Mahan) Collins died on 
2-13-08. 
1957-Thelma (Hencox) Jershin of Omaha 
died 3-22-08. 
1957-Juanita (Romero) Meyers of Omaha 
died 11-5-07. 
1957-Jerry Rydl died 6-26-08. 
1958-Jerry Gunia died in 1993. 
1958-Ardith Machal died in 2008. 
1958-Judith Pilus died in1995. 
1958-Ronald Zeleny of Omaha died 
3-29-08. 

1959-Mary (Ojeski) Kavulak of Galena, 
MO died 1-8-08. • 

1959-Robert Rasmussen of Papillion died 
2-5-08. 
1960-James Czerwinski died 2-11-08. 
1960-Thomas Sheehan of Omaha died in 
2-08. 
1960-Saralyn Sue (Williams) Yost died on 
3-31-08. 
1961-Frank W. (Webbie) Davis, Jr. 'of 
Bellevue died 4-16-08. 
1960-Stanley "Skip" Kraw of Bellevue 
died 1-31-08. 
1961-Sharon (Skarniak) Anderson of 
Omaha died 12-31-07. Sharon was "Miss 
Sharon" of the popular children's program 
"Romper Room." 
1961-Glen Fischer died in 2007. 
1961-David Jones of Omaha died 5-28-08. 
1961-James Pokorski of Prague, NE died 
1-26-08. 
1961-Jim Sare of Omaha died 1-15-08. 
1962-John Kurtz of Grand Island died on 
1-3-08. John served in the Army during the 
Vietnam War from 1965-1968. 
1962-William Wade died 12-9-07. 
1963-Donald Hutter of Omaha died 
4-12-08. 
1963-George Koziol died 1-24-08, in Las 
Vegas, NV after a courageous battle Wi,tfi 
cancer. George was employed as an 
Accountant at Hughes Aircraft in California 
during most of his professional career. He 
proudly served in Vietnam with Bravo 
Company, 101stAirborne Division. He was 
wounded in action on May 10, 1970, dtiring 
a fierce battle in Cambodia. George was 
awarded the Purple Heart, Combat 
Infantryman's Badge, Bronze Star and many 
other awards. During recent years, George 
devoted a great deal of time honoring those 
who fought in Vietnam. His letters of sup
port, over a 37-year tinle span, resulted in a 
well deserved Medal of Honor for a young . 
man who provided cover so the wounded 
could be evacuated during action in 
Cambodia. 
1963-Emil Mixan. 
1963-Joyce (Kohler) SheibaI. 
1963-Carole Jean Sporcic of Omaha died 
4-11-08. 
1963-Rich Swantek died 10-05. 
1965-Leonard Kaluza of Omaha died 
4-30-08. 
1965-Joseph "Joe" Miller died 6-14-08. 
1965-Jim Tynski died 2-21-08. 
1966-Terry P. Groves of Papillion died 
2-15-08. 
1966-Carol (Klauschie) Kruger of Omaha 
died 1-15-08. 
1967-Roger Dixson of Omaha died 1-7-08. 
1967-Michael (Mike) McCall died 
12-25-07. 
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1967-Russell Palmtag of Omaha died 
3-23-08. He was a loving husband, father 
and grandfather. Russell was a printing 
pressman for over 37 years. 
1968-Barbara (Drucker) Garner died in 
1981. 
1968-Linda Edgerton died of cancer on 
5-12-08. 

. 1968-Floyd Haffke died 2-1-08. 
1968-Charles Karnes died in 1985. 
1968-George Schmidt died in 2006. 
1968-Jim Shymkewich died of a heart 
attack in 2004. 
1968-Jim Stull died of a heart attack in 
2002. 
1969-Roger Engstrom of Postville, IA died 
suddenly on 6-2-08. Roger served in the US 
Navy and was stationed in Vietnam. He was 
employed as a Credit Manager at Agri 
Processors. 
1970-Gary Udron of Omaha died 2-2-08. 

, i970-Alice (Timperly) Whiteing died 
3-20-08. 
1972-Frank Murphy died 2-26-08. 
1973-Jerry Lee Kinsel died 4-1-08. 
1973-Steven Tangeman of Green River, 
WY died 1-18-08. Steven owned and operat
ed Tangeman Construction and was a mem
ber of Fraternal Order of Eagles No. 2350. 
His interests included hunting, fishing, golf
ing and boating with his sisters and friends, 
and being NASCAR and Kansas City Chiefs 
fan. 
19?4-Nancy (Marchese) Parks died 
3-31-08. 
1978-Mike Stodolka of Omaha was killed 
in a car accident 8-22-07, while working for 
Waldinger Corporation. Mike was a member 
Of the Steamfitters LU 464. His wife Kip 
(Prososki)-1978, sons Jason-2001 and 
Matthew- 2004 and his daughter Hannah age 
nine, survive him. His family donated a 
$1,000 memorial scholarship in Mike's 
honor. 
1982-Michael Dobrowolsky of Omaha died 
4-28-08. 
1983-Mary Roth died 10-07. 
1985-Jay Edward Rosenberg of Persia, IA 
died 3-28-08. 
1990-June M. (Kaminski) Radik died 
2-11-08. 
1997-Cindy Jean McCown died 8-3-06. 

Teacher Death 

Doris (Barnes) Vincent died 1-18-08. She 
was an outstanding SHS English teacher. 

,PARDON OUR ERROR 

South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

We incorrectly reported that Merle 
Stebbins-1999 was deceased in our Spring 
2008 TOOTER, and we apologize for any 
distress or confusion this may have caused. 
The death was reported to us as a joke gone 
wrong, and we are sorry that we did not 
delete it. 

BRICK UPDATE 
All 350 bricks have been prepared to be 

placed at the new Collin Field when it IS 
completed in 2009. Thank you to everyone 
who purchased a brick - a lasting memorial 
to you and your loved ones. If you would 
like to order a brick, please complete the 
form below and return it with your payment 
to the office. 
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MEMORIAL BRICKS -
A LASTING TRIBUTE 
FOR SOUTH OMAHA 
The South High School Alumni 

Association invites you to participate in a 
permanent tribute/memorial to be placed at 
the Collin Field Stadium site . 

The memorial site is paved with high 
quality bricks, designed for lasting 
endurance and memories. Each brick will be 
engraved as you designate to make the fam
ily name a lasting part of this timeless trib
ute or to record a special date, place or event. 
You need not be a SHS Alunmi to partici
pate; all are invited to purchase a memorial 
brick. 

Please fill out the form below to purchase 
your brick 

p----~-----------------------------------
4" X 8" brick - $75 each minimum donation 

Please print 

~ame __________________________________ _ 

Maiden if Applicable _____ _ 

Admess, ______________ ___ 

City _________ State, ___ Zip Code ______ _ 

Class Year if Applicable ___________ _ 

Send check or money order to: South High School Alumni Association 
5082 South 107 Street - Omaha, NE 68127 

You are allowed a maximum of 48 characters (3 rows with 16 charac
ters per row). Characters include spaces and punctuation - no symbols 
please. ' 
Please copy this form for your friends and relatives or for multiple 
brick orders. 
Print clearly and exactly what you would like engraved on your brick in 
the boxes below. 

ONE BRICK PER FORM PLEASE. 

I 
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OW-H· EXECUTIVES CONSIDER A 
CLOTHING GIFT RECEIVE 

SWEATSHIRTS 
Consider a SHSAA clothing item for the 

hard-to-buy person on your gift list. You 
will support your Alumni Association by 
purchasing tee shirts, ball caps, sweatshirts 
or hoodies with our logo. Fill out the form 
on the next page to place your order using a 
check or credit card. You can stop by to pick 
up your order to save shipping and handling 
charges, but call first (738-9493) to be sure 
the items you want are in stock and the 
office is open. 

Paul Kracher-1961 presented SHS 
embroidered sweatshirts and SOB hats to 
Omaha World-Herald executives John 
Gottschalk - Chairman and Terry Kroeger 
CEO and Publisher! An OW-H subsidiary 
printed our last TOOTER and did a tenific 
job for us. This presentation was a token of 
appreciation from the Alumni Association. 

10-03-08 

10-11-08 

10-18-08 

10-29-08 

12-13-08 

1-10-09 

3-28-09 

3-28-09 

9-25-09 

to nght: 
John Gottschalk and Paul; Teny Kroeger 
and Paul 

2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
South High Homecoming Football Game vs Northwest complimentary ticket 
elsewhere in this TOOTER. 

SHSAA Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 A.M. in Alumni Office. 

HaU of Fame Brunch at Livestock Exchange. TICKETS must be purchased through the 
Alumni Office. Cost $20. CaU 738-9493. 

Packer Greats Sports HaU of Fame - Anthony's. Complete details elsewhere in this TOOTER. 

5th Annual SHS Craft Show - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at South High School. 

SHSAA Board of Directors Meeting - 9:30 A.M. in Alumni Office. 

Fourteenth Annual SHSAA Bowling Shoot-out at Mockingbird Lanes. 
More information and registration form in the Spring 2009 TOOTER. 

Fourteenth Annual SHSAA Spaghetti Dinner at Sokol HaU South Omaha. More information 
in the Spring 2009 TOOTER. 

Tie One On Fundraiser (NOTE THIS EVENT WAS RESCHEDULED FROM 10-30-08) 
UNO Alumni House 

ALL ALUM11ti'I ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND Al'W" AND ALL OF THESE 
ACTIVITIES. HOWEVER; SOME OF THE EVENTS REQUIRE TICKETS AND/OR RESERVATIONS IN 

ADVANCE. PLEASE CALL THE ALUMNI 
OFFICE AT 738-9493 IF YOU PLAN TO ATTE..ND A BOARD MEETING OR IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 

ABOUT THESE EVENTS . 

• 
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p--------------------------------------------------------------
1 
1 
1 
1 OMAHA SOUTH HIGH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CLOTHING ORDER FORM 
1 
1 
1 CAPs: EMBROIDERED WITH EITHER SOB OR SOUTH OMAHA BOY 

. 1 

All RED HAT wlWHITE SOB and BLACK SOUTH OMAHA BOY 

_All WHITE HAT wIRED SOB and BLACK SOUTH OMAHA BOY 

_All BLACK HAT wIRED embroidered "s" Mesh Panel Sides (NEW) 
(Velcro strap for size adjustment) 

$15.00 Ea. 

$15.00 Ea. 

$15.00 Ea. 

EMBROIDERED CREWNECK SWEATSHIRTS 

SMALL ALL RED Embroidered Crewneck Sweatshirt -

MEDIUM ALL BLACK Embroidered Crewneck Sweatshirt -

LARGE ALL BLACK Embroidered Crewneck Sweatshirt -

X-LARGE ALL BLACK Embroidered Crewneck Sweatshirt -

XX-LARGE ALL BLACK Embroidered Crewneck Sweatshirt -

$30.00 Ea. 

$30.00 Ea. 

$30.00 Ea. 

$35.00 Ea. 

$35.00 Ea. 

SCREEN PRINTED RED HOODED SWEATSHffiTS 

LARGE ALL RED Screen Printed Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt -
(Full Front Imprint) 

X-LARGE ALL RED Screen Printed Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt -
(Full Front Imprint) 

XX-LARGE ALL RED Screen Printed Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt -
(Full Front Imprint) 

_ LARGE ALL RED Screen Plmted Hooded Zipped Sweatshirt -
(Left Chest Imprint) 

_ X-LARGE ALL RED Screen Printed Hooded Zipped Sweatshirt -
(Left Chest Imprint) 

_ XX-LARGE ALL RED Screen Printed Hooded Zipped Sweatshirt -
(Left Chest Imprint) 

RED STADIUM BLANKET ( New Item) 

_ RED Fleece Blanket Embroidered w/South Omaha Packer & Bull Logo 

$25.00 Ea. 

$25.00 Ea. 

$35.00 Ea. 

$30.00 Ea. 

$30.00 Ea. 

$35.00 Ea. 

$18.00 Ea. 

$_

$_

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

$_-

Note: Add $5 to your order for postage & handling for one item, plus $3 for each additional item. 

My check (payable to SHSAA) is enclosed in the amount of $ ______ (which includes shipping and handling 

fees of $, ____ .). 

For a credit card purchase order, fill out the information below: 

Type of card - VISA / MC (Circle one) 

Name on card: ___________ _ CC#: _ _________ _ 

Expiration date of card: __________ _ 

Billing Address: _______________________________ _ 

Your signature: Date: 
Order form revised:---- ---------- -----------

7/08 

• 
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Fellow Alumni : 

South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

7th ANNUAL SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LOTTERY 

Take a moment to consider how fortunate we are to have an Alumni Association at South High School. In 2008 your 
SHSAA gave $15,000 in scholarships to graduating seniors. We mail 20,000 alumni TOOTERS twice each year at a total 
cost of $17,250. We do this to keep our graduates and friends informed and to share news about SHS, your classmates and 
friends. Your Alumni Association sponsors several events each year for your enjoyment. All of these activities cost money, 
and that is why we are asking for your support with this lottery. Without this money for operating expenses, we will be unable 
to continue our current level of support to SHS, its students and alumni. 

This year's lottery will have SIX cash prizes!! 

First prize is $2,000 CASH 
One $1,000 cash prize 
Four $500 cash prizes 

A total of $5,000 will be given in prizes. 

We hope that you will support your Alumni Association by either buying these books of tickets or selling them to family, 
friends and co-workers. Please complete name, address and phone number, and send only the portion which has 
your name, address and phone number along with your money to the alumni office at the address below. Last year 
many of you used address labels along with your phone number, this really worked GREAT! Please keep the portion of the 
tickets that are printed with the prizes and dates for your records. 

There is no limit to the· amount of tickets that you can buy/or sell. If you would like to receive more tickets, please let us 
know. If you would like to purchase additional tickets, and you would like us to fill them out for you, you can send your money 
and the way you wish the tickets to be filled out and we will do it for you . (Again, sending address labels to us for use on 
your extra tickets would be extremely helpful.) 

ALL t ickets a money MUST be received at the office by 

Friday, December 12, Z008 

Mail the completed ticket stubs and money to: 
SOUTH HIGH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

5082 South 107 Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 

402/738-9493 

The drawing will be hel" Friday December 19, 2008 
YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN· 

winners will be notified by phone 

Thank you for your helpful participation. 2006 winners were: Roland Fuller-1950 $2,000; Dorthy Link Primbramsky-1963 
$1,000; Gaylord DuRee-1952, Billie Barrientos Valdez-1987, Don Hempel-1963, and Arthur Johnson each won $500. 
Remember, this year it could be YOU! 

PLEASE NOTE: Lottery tickets are in packets of 11. When you sell 10 tickets, fill out the 11th with your own name free for 
a chance to win prizes. This is your bonus for selling or buying these books of tickets. Return all stubs to the alumni office 
before 12-12-08. 
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2009 REUNIONS 
1950- Class - Would you like to have a 60-year reunion? If so, what would you be willing to do to see it happen? We would like 

your votes and comments. Please contact Velta Boldra -17475 Frances Street, Apt. 2023 Omaha, NE 68130 -
phone 884-7935 or Arnie Kriegler -7918 Ruskin Circle, Frisco, TX 75034. Please reply by 10-31-08. Come all 

evelYOl1e - Let's get together! 
1999 Class - We would like input or ideas for the Class of 1999 Reunion Spring/Summer 2009. E-mail 

southpackers99@grnail.com - Tom Dickey, (402) 203-9960. 

For future reunions, please check our webpage @ omalrasollflzalumni.org 

"NIGHT OF THE PACKERS HOMECOMING GAME" 
COMPLIMENTARY TICKET 

Friday 
October 3, 2008 

7p.m. 
Omaha SHS vs. Northwest HS 

Bergquist Stadium 

ALUMNI 8 FAMILY WELCOME 

Please cut out your complimentary ticket (ABOVE) 
for the October 3, 2008 Homecoming Game 

• 

I 



ALUMNI TOOTER 
SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
5082 SOUTH 107 STREET 
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Non-Profit Org. 
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THIS IS YOUR TOOTER 

LOOK AT YOUR MAILING LABEL 

Please note that the mailing label on this TOOTER contains your 
membership information. Your class year and your personal ID 
number appear to the left and above your name. The numbers to the 
right above your name are for office use only. Also your current 
membership status appears above your name and lists you as a life 
member, an expired member, a non-member, or lists a 2008 or 2009 
date if your membership will expire in those years. If you are a non
member or your membership expires in 2008 PLEASE send your 
membership check in the enclosed envelope. ONLY donations of 
$20 or more appear on the label. If you have paid a TOOTER mail
ing fee of $10, tllis is not a membership and therefore does not show 
on the label. We greatly appreciate any and all donations and the 
Association relies on these donations to exist. We really need help 
from each of you if we are to continue mailing TOOTERS and 
awarding scholarships and helping our school. Thank you in advance 
for your support. 

Editorial Board 

Judi Koubsky, Editor 
Carmela Brooks 

Sue Gouger 
Judy Sebron Yacio 

Proofreaders 
Denny Koubsky 
Vicky DeCoster 

Visit our website at omahasouthalumni.org 
Our E-mail addressisoshaa@oshaa.omhcoxmail.com 
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