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Mark Martinez-1977 has 
received many honors, 
including being named 
Hispanic Man of the 
Year by the Mexican 
American Commission 
for his dedication and 
service to the Latino 
Community and he was 
inducted into the SHS Hall 
of Fame in 2002 for his 
outstanding contributions to 
our community. Martinez 
has also received the Award 
of Sacrifice from the 
Metropolitan Chiefs of Police Association 
for giving of time, self or well being in 
law enforcement, as well as the National 
Latino Police Officers' Association Award 
for Community Service. (The Latino 
Police Officers' Association has supported 
the youth of South Omaha through schol
arships for the past five years, sponsorship 
of both an annual Easter Egg Hunt and an 
annual Christmas Party.) 

Maltinez has served many organizations 
including st. Stanislaus Catholic Grade 
School Board, Chicano Awareness Center 
Board of Directors, Omaha SHS 
Curriculum Accreditation Advisory 
Committee, and was Past-president of the 
Latino Police Officers Association. He 
also represents Sub-district #7 on the 
Omaha School Board, an elected position. 
As a Captain and 22-year veteran of the 
Omaha Police Depattment, Mark has spent 
his career, as well as his spare time, dedi
cated to the betterment and safety of his 
community. 

Captain Matiinez holds a Master's Degree 
in Criminal Justice from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO). He has been 
a trainer of police recruits in the areas of 

The Voice of the South High School Alumni Association 

domestic violence, firearms, 
defensive tactics and emer
gency vehicle driving, and has 
also served as an adjunct 
instructor at UNO. 

We are proud to note that 
Mark's parents, brothers and 
sister, and children have 
attended, or currently 
attend, or will attend SHS. 
Mark and his wife 
Cynthia A. (Chonis)
Mercy High School-1976, 

have four children. Maria is a sophomore 
at Creighton University. Grace is a senior 
and Rebecca is a junior at SHS. Andrew 
is an 8th grader at St. Stanislaus Catholic 
Grade School and will attend SHS next 
year. 

Mark said that he had wonderful teachers, 
coaches and friends at SHS, all who con
tributed to his success in life. He has par
ticularly fond memories of his classroom 
teachers, including Mrs. Haugse, Mr. 
Faiman, and Mrs. Sokalsky, and his coach
es, including Messrs. Nemecek, 
Neuberger, Rice, and Gradoville. 

As for future plans, Mark has not ruled out 
running for another political office. He 
said he doesn't know what the future 
holds, other than he would like to continue 
doing his part for community betterment. 
He would like to thank all of those people, 
especially those with SHS ties, who have 
taught and helped him along the way. He 
said it is those suppOlters who really 
deserve the recognition. 

Mark, thank you for all you have done to 
make our community a better place for all 
of us and congratulations on your success! 

2006 SPORTS HALL 
OF FAME WINNERS 

These 2006 Packer Greats Honorees 
were inducted into the Sports Hall of 
Fame at a dinner on September 27 at 
Anthony's Restaurant: 

1944-1947 - Edward Craren was a three 
SpOlt star in wrestling, gymnastics and 
swimming. (Not pictured) 

1949-1953 - Dave 
Koile was a three SpOlt 
star in football, base
ball and basketball. 

1967-1969 - Julie 
Armetta Wolfe played 
volleyball, basketball 
and softball at the 
University of Nebraska 

I at Omaha. 

1969-1973 - Dave 
Pimpara ran track and 
cross countly for three 
years; he is a Gold 
Medal winner and 
holder of three unbro
ken track records at 
SHS. 

Roy Smith received 
the First Annual Packer 
Greats SpOlis 
Contributor Award; 
H.P. Smith Outstanding 
Contributions to SHS 
athletics. 
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Honored Teams were: 

1943 Intercity baseball champions 

1973 State baseball champions 

Congratulations to each o/you! 

2006 OPS ATHLETIC 
HALL OF FAME 

Three of the honorees at the ftrst Omaha 
Public Schools Athletic Hall of Fame 
Celebration held on November 16,2006 are 
closely tied to South High School. 

Marlin (the 
Magician) 
Briscoe-1963. At 
5'-9", 165lbs., 
Briscoe played 
football and bas
ketball at SHS. 
He was a stand
out quarterback 
at Omaha 

University and 
u...._--.,;.. ______ ...J was the fIrst 

black quarterback in the AFL, playing for 
the Denver Broncos (where he was drafted 
in the 14th Round), passing for 1,098 yards 
and making 14 touchdowns as a rookie. He 
changed positions and was All-Pro in 1970 
as a wide receiver with the Buffalo Bills and 
led the NFL with 57 catches for 1,036 yards 
and eight touchdowns. Briscoe also played 
for the undefeated 1973 Super Bowl 
Champion Miami Dolphins and won two 
Super Bowl rings in 1972 and 1973 with 
that team. He also played for the San Diego 
Chargers, Detroit Lions and New England 
Patriots. He was one of 14 athletes and 
coaches who made up the inaugural class of 
the Nebraska Black Sports Hall of Fame 
this year. His plaque for this award is on 
display with the others at the North Omaha 
Boys & Girls Club at 26th and Hamilton 
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Streets. Marlin now works at the Boys & 
Girls Club in Los Angeles. 
Congratulations on your outstanding 
achievements and sports career! 

Photo reprinted with permission from the 
Omaha World-Herald. 

Community 
Benefactors -
Dave and 
Cal·ol Van 
Metre have not 
only donated 
weight/training 
room facilities 
to Omaha 
Public middle 

and high schools, but have also been instru
mental in raising community donations to 
restore athletic ftelds at Benson Park 
Brown Park, Collin Field, Fontenell; Park 
and Gallagher Park. 

Through their own generous donations and 
hard work, the Van Metres have given our 
schools state-of-the-art indoor and outdoor 
facilities that provide opportunities for our 
students to not only maintain their physical 
health, but also to grow intellectually and 
emotionally. They have also been key con
tributors to our efforts to provide a SpOlis 
Complex in South Omaha. 

Congratulations for this outstanding recog
nition and thank you for all you have done 
to benefit your community! 

REMEMBER THE HOLE NO MORE 

The "Hole" at 22nd and "I" Streets, or 
Collin Field as it is properly named, will be 
the site of the new SHS athletic complex. 
We are thrilled that the Heritage 
Foundation has agreed to help make our 
dream come true of replacing the mud hole 
with a ftrst class football and soccer stadi
um. The Hole is a bowl used for track and 
football practice for SHS students. The 
teams travel elsewhere to play home games. 
Your Alumni Association, Dave Van Meh'e, 
and architect Tim Holland described the 
project in detail in our last TOOTER and 
many of you opened your hemis and sent 
funds to help make this 3,200 seat stadium a 
reality. Artiftcial turf will be installed, the 
track will be refurbished; lights, grand
stands, locker rooms, concessions, and press 
boxes will be built. We anticipate the proj
ect will be completed by 2009 provided 
funds can be raised. We look for the retum 
of Packer Power athletic teams with this 
ftrst class addition to South Omaha! You'll 
hear more as this exciting project moves 
fOlward . Go Packers! 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS DONORS TO OUR 

NEW ATHLETIC COMPLEX 

These donations were received between July 
25 and December 31, 2006. Donations 
received after Janumy 1 will be listed in our 
next TOOTER! We regret that our cun-ent 
database only allows the donation to be 
credited to one person; therefore, only one 
family member is listed. Please send your 
donations to the Alumni Office. Thank you! 

Susan L. (Andersen) Anftnson 
John Barrientos Jr. 
Jennifer (Patten) Benson 
Diane (Karnish (pasley) Biniewicz 
GillY Blessing 
Ann M. (Bera (Moose» Botdorf 
Barbara (Wirth) Brown 
Judith (Shnad) Brown 
Sharon (Jones) Browning 
Richard P. Carlson 
Nila (Kratzer) Croll 
Lois (proffit) Decker 
Pamela (O'Connor) Dutton 
Dave Dwomicki 
Richard Gemandt 
Dolores (Chizek) Giles 
Lon-aine (Swanson) Giles 
Josephine A. (Citta) Godown 
Rebecca (Can) Green 
Magm'et (Sullivan) Gulizia 
Kenneth Herman 
Irvin P. Holst 
Elizabeth (Noble) HOlion 
James Hristakos 
Conrad 1. Ishii 
Duane Jacobsen 
Catherine (Kaiser) Jenness 
Paul Johanek 
Leona (Dudd) Jungbluth 
Doug Kaspar 
Ulis Kistaitis 
Krista L. (Kaup) Kitson 
Dennis Koubsky 
Theresa (CalIDona) Kowalczyk 
Mary (Lucchino) Lalley 
Jeanne M. (Kolar) Litz 
James Lorence 
Charles Lubisher 
Cathy (Falcon) Lukavski 
James Macaitis 
Helen (Teply) Malzacher 
Bess Marie Mandich 
Neil McAndrews 
Ann (Hlavka) McCall 
Jeannie (Johnson) Mill 
Ray Millan (Mladovich) 
Betty A. (Humpal) Monis 
Christine (Nieman) Nabb 



Lad Nemecek 
Anne (Sloger) Nickerson 
Ray Novak 
Sharon (Timmins) (Shanahan) Parker 
Robelt Parks 
Mmy Ann (Wisnieski) Pawlusiak 
Mary (Daneff) Perina 
Edward H. Peters 
Dr. Gerald Petersen 
Duane Placek 
Jeanie M. (Kubovy) POlterfield 
Cinda (Welch) Price 
James Gail Price 
Kenneth Reier 
Delores (Vela) Rodriguez 
Linda (Sapikowski) Rose 
Barbara (Webb) Rzonca 
Jack V. Shawhan 
Stella (Cupich) Sheehan 
Michael 1. Siedlik 
Jim Skarda 
Jean (Bednar) Skinner 
Alyce Slegl 
Darlene Sonuner 
Leo Sova 
Joan (Jelinek) Steames 
Louise (Perrotto) Stevenson 
Rudy Stoysich 
Ursula (Walter) Strampe 
Mmy Jo (Hudson) Sund 
Charles M. Svajgl 
John Szarad 
Theresa (Caveny) Thomton 
Lisa (Lautenbaugh (BlUck)) Todd 
Mario Tosone 
Michael TlUmmer 
Mmy Ann (Pol icky) Turek 
Wesley H. Turtscher 
Linda Valencia 
Julie A. (Hoffman) Vesper 
Anastasia (Nunez) Weiselowski 
Teny A. Whitney 
Gene H. Williams 
Kenneth A. Yager 
Valerie (Van Haaften) Yates 
Carla (Pedersen) Zarkowski 
NOlman Zinn 

suppon Your 
South High Alumni 
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BROWN PARK 
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 
Volunteers (especially you retirees) are 
needed to help maintain the new and 
improved Brown Park baseball field. If 
you haven't seen the upgraded ball dia
mond, we invite you to drive by to view 
this wonderful facility. As you may have 
read, this will be used as the home field 
for our SHS boys' teams, as well as South 
Omaha Legion teams. 

If you have any free time to help, please 
call the SHS Athletic Department -
557-3600 during the school year. Call 
John Stella - summer baseball coach -
321-4836 during the summer. They will 
let you know what work (mowing, edg
ing, clean up, etc.) needs to be done. 

Thanks for your help! 
Steve Cavlovic 

HAPPY MUSIC FOR 
HAPPY PEOPLE 

1952-Joe Siedlik 
aka "Big Joe" or 
"Polka Joe" is a 
Polish SOB (South 
Omaha Boy) who 
grew up listening 
to polka music, and 
grew to love it. He 
started his profes
sional career in 

_-..:J...w.:...~':-"":""':':"'~~..J Columbus, 
Nebraska in 1965 on a radio station featur
ing 90 minutes of Big Joe's Polka Show and 
was a big hit immediately. Within five 
weeks, his show was broadcast for five 
hours each Sunday with a full load of spon
sors. Radio stations fought over the show 
and soon "Polka Joe" was heard in many 
cities including Omaha and Council Bluffs. 
F or seven years he aired on 41 stations. 

Big Joe always played an equal mix of 
Polish, Czech and Gelman Polkas - but he 
leamed to adapt to his audience and offered 
a wide variety of sounds to please all tastes. 
Soon he was playing nine hours each week. 
After 25 years and only 12 Sundays off in 
all that time, Big Joe retired from live radio 
and the rigors of 18 hours of weekly shows. 
He next moved to television and a new 
audience in lUral America where he can be 
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seen five times each week on RFD-TV. Joe 
and his wife, Mmty, own and operate Polka 
Cassettes of Nebraska. More than 2,000 
polka bands across the United States and 
Canada have asked to be on the Big Joe 
Polka Show. 

A viewer wrote" Big Joe's Polka Show (is) 
an all-polka accordion-cenh'ic polka show 
shown on the RFD ("Rural America's Most 
ImpOltant Network!") satellite channel. The 
show's fOlmat is simple: host "Big Joe" 
Siedlik inh'oduces the next song, after which 
the scene cuts to a polka hall somewhere in 
the Midwest, where a polka band petforms 
the number and couples dance. Many of the 
numbers aren't the traditional Polish, Czech 
or Ukrainian polkas that are pretty easy to 
find? . ... but America bom-and-bred ones 
with titles like Apples Peaches Pumpkin Pie, 
New John Deere Polka and naturally, Old 
John Deere Polka." 

The live performances also include h'om
bones, tlUmpets, dlUms and saxophones. 
Whether Polish, German, Czechoslovakian 
or Bohemian, the songs all sound remark
ably the same, thanks to the oompah rhythm. 
Dancing couples waltz or fox trot or make it 
up as they go. The couples glide around the 
dance floor with impeccable timing and 
huge smiles, hopping and sliding and 
twirling to the sound of what Big Joe calls 
"happy music for happy people." He is a 
velY entertaining and knowledgeable person
ality. 

Joe and his wife Mmty (Montforte) have 
five children - Michael, Steve, Jeannie 
Sidel, Susan Spohn and Janie Romero. The 
plans are for daughter Janie to replace Big 
Joe when he retires! 

Big Joe explained how SHS was inshumen
tal in shaping his successful career, giving 
credit to Ms. Margaret McMartin, 
Joumalism teacher. He said she allowed him 
to be the class advertising sales manager, 
even though he wasn't doing that well in 
English. All his life he used the ethics she 
taught him to sell advertising on radio and 
television. 

Over 35 million households can now watch 
the Big Joe's Polka Show on their televi
sions. What a wonderful success story! 
Congratulations on your successful career 
bringing dancing and music enjoyment to so 
many! 

(See Joe's website "polkacatalog.com" and 
click on "about us" to watch Joe in action. 
The Home page lists times and call numbers 
for viewing the show. Joe's e-mail address 
is bigjoepolkashow@aol.com.) 
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If you've read the Omaha World-Herald recently you are aware of our exciting news! The 
Heritage Foundation will help make our dream of a first-class home football and soccer 
stadium come true! More information about this appears in this TOOTER, including how 
you can help. Your Alumni Association Board has been busy with this project and many oth
ers since our last rep0l1, including expanding our office space. We also led an e-mail cam
paign to ask Mayor Fahey and Superintendent Mackiel for their supp0l1 as we strive to 
acquire the old South Omaha LibralY for the Project Omaha Lemning Center. We hope you 
will send letters of supp0l1 also. Please contact the alumni office for more infOlmation. 

The 2006 Packer Sports Greats Banquet held at Anthony's on September 27 was a huge 
success with about 200 attendees. The athletes honored by the selection committee and 
other attendees had a great time and shared a lot oflaughs and swapped stories. Your 
Alumni Association honored SHS teachers on the first day of school by distributing bags 
filled with food, water and other useful items. We awarded $1,350 in teacher grants and 
another $2,100 for special projects since our last rep0l1. 

We have scheduled our next Bowling Tournament on March 24 at Leopard Lanes and our 
Spaghetti Dinner on March 31 at Sokol South Omaha where we hope to serve 1,000 din
ners. May 19 is the date for the 2007 Poker (Fun) Run and we hope you will join us . The 
Golf Tournament will be held on July 15 at Tregaron Golf Course. Look for more infor
mation about each of these events in this TOOTER. 

The 2007 HaU of Fame brunch will be held at the Livestock Exchange on September 15. 
The 2007 Packers Sports Greats Banquet is scheduled for September 26 at Anthony's 
Restaurant. We need nominees for both of these events honoring alumni. Please fill out the 
nomination fOlms in this TOOTER as quickly as possible. We encourage you to attend 
these fun events. 

We need workers, prizes, donations and participants for aU these fun events. Won't 
you help us in any way you can? 

Again, volunteers are needed to mail the TOOTER to our 20,000 plus alumni list. Please 
call the office to offer any time you can spare. Think about establishing scholarship memo
rials for your classmates (living and deceased), and help us with teacher grants, scholarships, 
and other fmancial assistance needed by your school. We are velY thankful for your help. 

We are here to serve you so please share your ideas and encouragement with your Alumni 
Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 

{Je«tt ~iffla4 'J::~ 
Judi Limas Koubsky, Secretary 

Our E-Mail addressisOSHAA@OSHAA.OMHCOXMAll...COM 

Our Website address is OMAHASOUTHALUMNI.ORG 

SOUTH IDGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Office E-Mail: oshaa@oshaa.omhcoxmail.com 

Dick Gulizia 
Executive Director 

Sue Smith 
Carmela Brooks 
Office Secretaries 

Steve Andersen 
Carmela Brooks 
Jason Calek 
Jackie Casper 
Ron Cerone - Vice President 
Julie Diehm 
Walta Sue Dodd 
Lori Hunter 
Sandie Knudsen - Vice President 
Scott Knudsen 
Paul Kracher - Vice President 
John Krayneski - President 
Judi Koubsky - Secretary 
Jerry Porterfield - Treasurer 
George Reid 
Dean Rezac 
Vic Riha 
Patty Svajgl 
Judy Tesar 
Rudy Tesar 
Evelyn Winther 

SHS REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. Nancy Faber, Principal 

330-3954 

738-9493 

731-6359 
896-0284 
343-9384 
598-4914 
896-1631 
293-1719 
733-4155 
298-7530 
991-3113 
991-3113 
322-8700 
734-6617 
331-9033 
731-3129 
334-8375 
733-6788 
293-1272 
733-4117 
334-2299 
334-2299 
558-3840 

557-3600 

Mr. Gary Kashick, Project Omaha 
Mr. Dave Weisser, Webmaster 

SHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to: 

• Organize, develop and build a 
dynamic group of Alumni. 

• Promote the success of SHS, its stu
dents and faculty through a variety of 
events, projects and scholarships. 

WELCOME TO OUR ADDITIONAL OFFICE SECRETARY 
We extend a wmm welcome to Carmela Brooks-1963, pictured here. Carmjoined our office staff in December, 
2006 as an additional secretmy working with Sue Smith. 
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SHS SPORTS GREATS NOMINATION FORM 

Nominee Information 
Name Dates Attended SHS ---------------------------------- --------

Address --------------------------------------------------------
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________ _ 

Telephone ____________________________________________________ __ 

E-Mail Address ---------------------------------------------------
I nominate the above individual who earned Letters while at SHS in the following 

----
sports __________________________________________________________ __ 

Sports Honors - such as All City, All State, Team Captain, etc. ________________ __ 

College or Professional Information ____________________________________ _ 

Business Achievements ----------------------------------------------

Civic Involvement or youth coaching or any other information about the impact this 
individual made on fellow citizens or country. 

Nominator's Information 
Name ----------------------------------------------------------
Address --------------------------------------------------------
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________ __ 

Telephone ______________________________________________________ _ 

E-Mail Address ----------------------------------------------------

Please return completed form by June 1, 2007 to: Sports Greats Committee 
0/0 Steve Cavlovic - 3927 "X" STREET - OMAHA, NE 68107 
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ALUM 
Please send us name, address and telephone 
number changes, as well as names and 
addresses of friends,family and classmates, 
who are not currently receiving the Alumni 
TOOTER. Be sure to include class year and 
maiden name where applicable. We need 
this information to keep our database updated. 

The Alumni Association is tlying to find the 
oldest living alumni. We have located a few 
alumni between 1924-1929, but wonder if 
there are more out there not on our data
base. Thank you for taking time to help us. 
Send us notes via mail or e-mail to share 
your news and photos with us. 

Also, please send ALL information, changes, 
clothing orders, membership monies, schol
arship donations, archival contributions, 
inquiries and any other correspondence to 
our office: 

Dr. Richard Gulizia 
SHS AlulIIlli Associatioll Office 
5082 South 107 Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 
Or Call 402-738-9493 
Or E-Mail oshaa@oshaa.omhcoxmai1.com 

1930-Dorothy Long Mikovec of Mason 
City, IA wrote that she always enjoys getting 
the TOOTER and looking for infOlmation 
about classmates. She would love to see atti
cles about some of her long-time friends. 
She is still in her own home, enjoys each 
day, drives her car, dances, exercises, and 
keeps velY busy. Class of 1930, let us know 
what you are doing so we can update your 
classmates. Thanks! 

1933-Helen Fiala Hayduska of Omaha 
wrote to tell us that Joseph Hoffman-1933 
is still velY active and is velY helpful to 
many others. He still lives in his own home 
and drives his own car. 

1933-Evelynn 
Bennington Martin 
of Loveland, CO wrote 
to tell us that she was a 
student of Mrs. 
Lovelty's Teachers 
Training, and after 
graduating she mar
ried classmate, 
Wilson Martin and 
they both continued 

their training. Wilson became a pastor and 
served in that capacity for 33 years before 
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he died in 2004. Evelynn now lives in 
Colorado near her daughter. She is velY 
proud of her alma mater, SHS. 

1934-Helen 
Lierly Strnad 
of Omaha cele
brated her 90th 
Birthday on 
1-26-06 with her 
family. She is 
pictured with 

her children (Linda Strnad Jensen-1956, 
Alan-1954, Robert-1968 and Gary-1962) 
all of whom graduated from SHS. Happy 
Birthday and many more! 

1937-Truex Upchurch of Flossmoor, IL 
recently sent a 1926 Bicentennial Reunion 
Program that had belonged to her sister, 
Wilma Upchurch. Thank you so much Truex 
for thinking of the Alumni Association. We 
greatly appreciate all archival items from 
SHS. 

1941-Robert Peterson of Sun City, AZ 
wrote that he attended UNO, then the 
University of Minnesota before going into 
the Air Corps. He anived in Japan in 1945 
just when the Japanese surrendered. He then 
moved to Califomia and worked as a 
Mechanical Engineer for Disney, Catalina 
and the movies before going to work for the 
govemment helping with equipment for the 
flight to the moon. Robert is looking for 
classmates with whom to correspond and his 
address is 9959 W. Bolivar Dr. - Sun City, 
AZ 85351. 

1942 - Mary Jane Phelps French of Peoria, 
AZ recently sent the Alumni Association 
a 1912 TOOTER. Thank you so muchfor 
thinking of us when you came across this 
wondelful archive. 

1942-Kenneth Herman and Margaret 
Anderson Hofmeister Herman of Omaha 
sent two photos titled Timeless Friends. The 
original photo was taken at the Music Box 
on 12-29-45 and the second photo with 7 of 
the original 8 individuals was taken at 
Petrow's on 5-9-06. Some of these folks 
have been friends since elementaty school 
and they meet monthly for lunch. 

12-29-45 photo above taken at Music Box -
L to R - John Gomez, Loretta (Fucinaro) 
Gomez, Joan Marcell (now deceased), 
Charles Broderick, Kenneth Herman, 
Margaret Andersen, Louise Sesto, S.A. 
"Sub by" Zarbano 

5-9-06 photo above taken at Petrow's 
Restaurant - L to R - John Gomez, Loretta 
(Fucinaro) Gomez, Charles Broderick, 
Kenneth Helman, Margaret (Andersen) 
Hofmeister, Louise (Sesto) Zarbano, S.A. 
"Subby" Zarbano 

This is just another fine example of the 
"family" of SHS alumni maintaining those 
wondelfu.l friendships. 

1947-Arnold Wichita of Richardson, TX is 
vice president of the gulf region, and chair
man of the 2006 annual meeting of the 
American Merchant Marines Veterans that 
was held in Irving, TX over the Memorial 
Day weekend. The group met to celebrate 
their histOlY and plead for "just recognition" 
for their militaty service. Mr. Wichita 
received a proclamation at the convention. 
Congratulations! 

1948-John Wiren of Mountain Home, AR 
has written an historical fiction book, Flight 
of the Erawan, which tells of the "Secret 
War" of the Sixties in Laos. John was 
awarded nine athletic letters in football, 
baseball, basketball and track while at SHS. 
He later played two years of professional 
baseball before entering the militaty service 
as a naval aviation cadet. After his militaty 
service, he served in the Secret Service in 
Dallas, TX prior to involvement with Air 
America in Southeast Asia. If you are inter
ested in purchasing a copy of John's book, 
contact him at jwiren@centurytel.net. 

1951-Class Reunion. The great class of 
1951 held their 55-year reunion on 8-19-06 
at Anthony's Steak House in Omaha, with 
classmates coming from 11 states. A total of 
115 people had a most enjoyable evening as 
they renewed friendships with classmates. 
The special guest of the evening was 
Martha Mandina Ryan-1942 who had 
never attended a class reunion. She is the 



aunt of Josephine Thill Keen of our class. 
A special update to the book from the 50-
year reunion was given to all attendees. 
Additional copies are available from Don 
Begley - 3530 S. 102 St.-Omaha, NE 68124 
or e-mail yourrequesttodonarchb@cox.net. 
A group photo was taken and mailed to all 
who placed an order. All attendees were 
given a chance to win one of 20 door prizes, 
with a grand prize of $51 given to the class
mate who traveled the longest distance to 
attend. The lucky winner was Ernie Eaton 
from Valley Center, CA, a distance of 1,573 
miles. We thank the Alumni office for the 
use of the conference room for our commit
tee meetings and presented Dick Gulizia, 
Executive Director, with a check for $151 
from the Class of 1951. We wish to thank 
everyone for helping the committee locate 
classmates and for all the work the commit
tee members put forth to enable us to have a 
successful party. Committee: Chair Don 
Begley, Ray Sena, John Stacey, Max 
Johnson, Shirley Mudra Johnson, Mary 
Lou Stanesic Cavlovic, Pat Janda Quinn 
Hauptman, Connie Lowery McDonell, 
Dorothy Earnest Pesek, Beverly Price 
Bidrowski, Donna Kralik McDonnell, 
Donna Untiedt Krambeck, and Lucille 
Wolfe Gregg. 

1951-Martha Guinotte of Palmer, AK sent 
her membership with this 1-15-07 note 
attached: "We have been having a typical 
Alaska winter with -25 degrees last week 
and snow every day this week. Luckily the 
city does a good job of keeping our streets 
plowed." We thought it was bad here in 
Nebraska with 6" of snow and temperatures 
of +20 degrees. WOW 

1953-Gal Pals Luncheon. The gals from 
the 1953 class meet at noon on the second 
Tuesday of each month for lunch in the back 
room of the Summer Kitchen at 7855 S. 83 
St., LaVista. Join them for food, fun and fel
lowship. Call Vickie Urzendowski Korisko 
at 291-8463 if you have any questions. 

1954-Gerry and Janet Mirasky Haney of 
Omaha wrote to tell us that classmate, Larry 
Jensen of Omaha was married to Beverly 
Van Duesen Kripal on 10-28-06. They have 
known each other for over 50 years. 
Congratulations to both afyou! 

1955-Joe Cabral was awarded the 2006 
Latinos on the Move Award by the City of 
Omaha for the Arts & Humanities. Joe and 
his family have sponsored music scholar
ships for a number of years. Also, Joe has 
renovated musical instruments and donated 

South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

them to young Latino musicians for many 
years. Congratulations, Joe! 

1956-Class 
Reunion. Our 
50-year reunion 
was a resound
ing success. Just 
ask anyone who 
attended the 
two-day affair at 
the German 

American Society in August 2006. We had a 
get reacquainted cocktail patty on Friday and 
ended with a banquet and dancing to the 
music of the 50s provided by "The Hawk" 
on Saturday. Providing everyone with one
time use cameras proved to be a great ice 
breaker, and the CD of 50s music given to 
each graduate was also greatly appreciated. 
There have been many reunions over the 
years, but this was by far the best attended, 
and was noted as being a velY special event 
by many attendees. In addition to Jeanette 
Kubin who came from NJ (pictured above 

with Helen 
Lorence and 
Anita Dempsey) 
and Jack Matsen 
left (pictured 
with Delores 
Dropinski 
Kain), class
mates came from 

TX, CO, PA, MI, AL, MN, NM, MO, FL, 
SD and OR. Coming from Oregon really 
paid off for Jim Velehradsky who won the 
door prize of a week's stay on Florida's 
Sanibel Island. There was a "mini-reunion" 
on Friday with 14 SHSNinton Grade gradu
ates. Twelve of the guys who entered the 
Marine Corps after graduation also got 
together one day for golf and lunch. 

1956-Phil and 
Barbara 
Holbeck 
Fitzwater of 
Waterloo, NE 
celebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversaty on 
4-1-06 at 

Regency COUlt in Omaha. Approximately 
300 guests attended to celebrate this mile
stone. Phil and Barbara met while fi"eshmen 
at SHS and were manied 3-30-56 in 
Missouri. Together they built their business, 
A-I Forklift Sales and Service, in South 
Omaha where they worked side by side until 
retiring in 200l. Congratulations to Phil and 
Barbara on this WONDERFUL occasion! 
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1957-Lou Paska of Omaha wrote to say that 
his brother, Tom Paska-1959, was truly 
meant to be an electrical engineer. His moth
er's initials were AMP and his wife's maiden 
name was Watts. Thanks for the chuckle Lou. 

1958-Mary 
Lou Chroust 
Van Caster of 
Ralston, NE 
sent this photo 
of gals from the 
class of 1958. 
The photo is 
titled "From the 

Class of 1958 to 2006: FRIENDS FOREV
ER!!!" She said they have happy memories 
of their high school days but the best are the 
long-lived friendships they forged. L to R 
Pat Knowland Kielty, Mary Lou Chroust 
Van Caster, Tommie Beyette Swertzic, 
Lucy Chrest Shepard, Joleen Novak 
Miller, Geri Kluka Novak, Maty Ann 
Dropinski-not a SHS grad, but manied to 
one, JoAnne Novotony Stein, Mary Lou 
Walsworth Krajicek, missing Ardyth Ladd 
Baratta. She added: "Thank you for the 
updates you give us and for your time, effOlt 
and interest in giving the students of SHS the 
oPPOltunities we once had. We hope that 
lifetime fhendships are still being made." 
Thanks for the kind words, and we too hope 
that lasting friendships are being made at 
SHS today as in past years. 

1959 Jeanne Kurtz Lininger of Omaha sent 
us a 9-25-58 TOOTER newspaper. Thank 
you velY much Jeanne, we sincerely appreci
ate any and all archives from Omaha SHS. 

1960s Decade Dance: We received many 
calls and notes stating again how wonderful 
the 60s decade dance was. Many individuals 
are wondering when there will be another 
one. We just want to thank the Dance 
Committee for ALL that they did to make the 
dance a success. 

1960-Judy Sebron 
Yacio was among 
those honored on 
11-13-06 for reach
ing milestones vol
unteering for 
Arlington MemOlial 
Hospital in 
Arlington, Texas. 
Judy has donated 
3,000 hours of serv

ice to the hospital and most recently serves 
as the President of the Auxiliary Board. 
Congratulations, Judy! 
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ALU~ 
1961-Judi Clark Koubsky is working with 
a great committee of mostly SHS alumni on 
an All-School St. Bridget's Reunion to be 
held 9-23-07 at the school. If you attended 
st. Bridget's, please contact her at judikoub
sky@cox.net, or call 331-9033 or write to 
6427 South 107 Street - Omaha, NE 68127. 

1961-Class Reunion was held at Anthony's 
on 7-15-06 and included cocktails and din
ner. A directory was dishibuted to keep 
classmates connected and many prizes were 
given to attendees. A group photo was taken 
and is available for $14. A great time was 
had by all and now Paul Kracher and Vic 
Riha (co-chail's) have turned the 50-year 
reunion planning to 2011 Chail' Jackie 
Schultz Casper. Thanks to the committee 
for all their work. 

1964-Mary Dewitt West of Omaha, and 
husband Gaty, have been named to the 
Forbes Magazine List of the 400 Richest 
Americans. The Wests, who founded West 
Corp. (a telemarketing finn), were tied at 
354th. Congratulations to both of you for 
your outstanding success! 

1965-Kati Falk wrote from Fail'banks, 
Alaska where she has lived since 1998. She 
works with the inbound and outbound 
Exchange and Study Abroad Students, which 
she said is a very rewarding and fulfilling 
job. Kati also does computer graphics and 
artwork for fun. She enjoys a great relation
ship with her wonderful boyfriend-and her 
beloved 14-year old dog certainly adds to the 
quality of her life. She said she visits 
Omaha in the winter when it is -50 in Alaska 
and +30 degrees here. She states that Alaska 
is amazing and beautiful, and that life is 
good! 

1965-Linda Wolfs bauer Schriner of 
Montrose, CO wrote because she wanted to 
statt receiving the TOOTER. She said that 
she has lived in Colorado for 23 yeat·s and 
loves it. She enjoys it even more because 
two of her daughters and five of her grand
childJen also live there. She is cU1'l'ently 
building a new home in Monh·ose. We 
would like to remind evelyone that if you 
know someone who is a grad but not current
ly receiving the TOOTER, either contact us 
with their information or have them contact 
us so that we can get them on the database 
for future mailings. THANKS in advance.\ 
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1966-Sally 
Ganem, wife 
of Governor 
Dave 
Heinemann, 
invited 
SHSAA 

Board members and their guests to attend the 
inaugural ball. Attendees included (L-R) 
Denny Koubsky, Ed Diehm, Judi Koubsky, 
Julie Diehm, and Vic and Bev Riha. Not 
pictured are Scott and Sandie Knudsen. 

1966-Danine Vokt Poppel and Seth Poppel 
of Merrick, NY recently donated 10 TOOT
ERS from 1910. These books are a wonder
ful addition to our archives and we thank 
them for thinking of us. We greatly appreci
ate all SHS archival items. 

1988-Joseph Waszgis, Jr. of Irving, TX e
mailed that after living the last nine years in 
Minneapolis, MN working for sensor compa
ny TURCK, he and his wife moved to the 
Dallas, TX area to work for Automated 
Dynamics Corp. He received his Masters 
Degree in Engineering from the University 
of Minnesota, but the winters were tough 
and long. They love their new home in Texas 
and the people are really friendly. The sum
mer was hot, but the pool in the backyard 
made it great! He enjoys the fact that he can 
ride his ViCtOlY motorcycle year round. If 
any friends would like to contact him, his e
mail is joseph.waszigs@att.net. 

1992-Amy Rezac of Cleveland, OH is work
ing on her Masters degree in Medical 
Anthropology. She hopes to graduate in 
December 2007, then will attend school 
another 4-5 years to obtain her Ph.D. We 
became acquainted with Amy when she 
worked on the 1992 class 10-year reunion in 
2002. We wish her the velY best of luck with 
her studies, but will miss her friendly smile. 
GOOD LUCK and please keep us informed 
of how things are going in Cleveland. 

2005-Andrew Rose of Omaha is currently in 
the military. His mother wrote to tell us that 
he was in basic training in FOlt Knox, KY in 
August and was hoping to be home for 
Christmas. She said that so far he is enjoying 
the military and looks fOlward to going over
seas. He was active in the JROTC at SHS 
for four years and it really made an impres
sion on him. Andrew, we hope that wherever 
you are serving you are safe, and we thank 
you for serving our country. Please keep us 
informed regarding your career. Stay safe! 

SHS ALUMNI IS 

ULTRA CYCLIST 
1962-Pauline Williams Lundgren was a 

runner until leg 
problems surfaced, 
and then she became 
a cyclist. She con
sidered this activity 
a new means of 
exercising until she 
learned what a 
cycling brevet is, 
i.e., qualifying for 
ulh'a cycling events. 
On a bike ride from 

Fremont to Omaha, a cyclist hying to qualify 
for Paris Brest Paris (like the Super Bowl of 
long-distance cycling) caught up with her 
and told her about the 750 mile race that 
must be completed in 90 hours. To qualify 
for this event, the cyclist must complete four 
brevets ranging from 13-1/2 hours to 40 
hours. 

Pauline and her husband, Ken, participated 
in local races held in Iowa and Nebraska, but 
sought more of a challenge. They cycled on 
a five-week tour from Washington, DC tak
ing a purported pioneer route to Wisconsin, 
h'aveling through New York, Malyland and 
Canada. In 1999 they biked across the 
United States, but on the way Pauline fell 
and broke her pelvis. The next year Pauline 
and Ken completed their joumey by h'avel
ing from Los Angeles to Boston with a group 
of cyclists. 

Ulh'a cycling followed as Pauline won her 
age group at a 24-hour endurance race in 
Michigan and rode 170 miles over 12 hours 
at an Ohio race. Those successes encour
aged her to work to qualify for the 2003 
Paris Brest Paris, which draws more than 
4,000 ulh'a cyclists. The grueling race 
included 31,000 feet of climbing and took 
longer than she thought. Although she got 
less than four hours of sleep, she finished in 
88 hours! 

In October 2005 Lundgren completed a 140 
mile, 12 hour time trial as the fourth woman 
overall (averaging 12.61 mph) and first in 
her age group as her entry into ulh'a cycling 
again. 

She enjoys the friendships she has made 
through ulh'a cycling, and the benefits to her 
health and energy level. 

Congratulations on your success in this chal
lenging sport! 

(Excelpted from Omaha World-Herald 
11-13-06 article) 
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SOB'S and SOG'S SPORTS CORNER 

That's South Omaha Boys (SOB's) 
and South Omaha Girls (SOG's) 
for you out-of-towners! Fellows 
and gals, send photos and a 
description of your trophy catches 
or hunting trophies to the alumni 
office and we'll feature them in 
future TOOTERS. Our first photo 
features Rich Wajda-1956 with a 
52" 33 lb. 7 oz. Muskie he caught 
in June, 2006 at Big Boy Lake -

Timber Trails Resort in Minnesota. He used a spinner 
with a leech to attract this beauty. Congratulations Rich 
and thanks for sending the photo. 

TOOTER FOLDERS, STAPLERS AND LABELERS 

We all have fun while we work, as evidenced by the smil
ing faces of these workers while we finished the last 
TOOTER mailing. If you can help (even for an hour or 
so) call 738-9493 and we'll let you know when we are 
ready for you. Thanks! 

PROJECT OMAHA PRESENTS 
MARVELOUS RE-CREATION OF 

1958 BRANDEIS WINDOW 

If you didn't get to see the 1958 Brandeis Window at SHS 
re-created by the Project Omaha students and teacher Gary 
Kastrick, you missed out on a great walk down memory 
lane. Many visitors were touched as their childhood mem
ories flooded back while viewing this exhibit. Here is an 
actual photo of the 1958 Brandeis window (left) and the re
creation of a window (right). Thanks for the memories! 

By Ron Cerone 

Hi evelybody, hope you enjoyed your holidays 
and all is well. The 70s decade committee has 
been busy helping with alumni functions and is 
hard at work planning future events. We've 
also added a new member and elected a new 
president. 

Patty Harrahill Svajgl has been our com
mittee president since our 70s decade com
mittee was fOimed over 5 years ago and has 
led our committee on a constlUctive and posi
tive path. She has kept our group together 
and focused on our alumni responsibilities. 
Patty will continue as our 1970 class represen
tative. Thallks Patty we appreciate all of your 
hard work. 

Debbie Moody COlltreras-1977 was elected as our new committee president 
at our last meeting. Debbie has been with the 70s decade committee since it 
was fOimed and she will now vacate her position as secretaIY. Her replace
ment will be named in our next article. Congratulations Debbie on your new 
position! 

Welcome aboard MOlY Rosellthal Sillnett from the class of 1979. She attend
ed our last committee meeting and has already volunteered to help on several 
future planned events. We're glad you joined us, Mary. 

Did you read the article in the last TOOTER about the 60s Decade Dance? 
Did you see the pictures of all those people having a great time? Well, get 
ready because now it's our turn to have fun. Plans are being made to have a 
70s Decade Reullioll ill 2008. So start spreading the word and keep watching 
the TOOTER for more information. If you'd like to help, please COli tact the 
alumni office at 402-738-9493. Come join the fun . 

We need representatives for the classes of 1971, 72, 74, and. Contact the 
alumni office if you're interested or know of somebody who would be. Help 
support your class. 

7301 MAIN STREET 
RALSTON. NEBRASKA 68127 

John Krnyneski, Jf. 
President ('O2) 592·2850 

"TURN TO THE EXPERTS" 

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

5088 SO. 107th SI. dii"'-® BUS. 733·2589 
OMAHA, NE 68127 ....... •• _ .. '-
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G The Eleventh Annual SHS Alumni Association Bowling Shoot-Out was held April 
8, 2006 at Leopard Lanes in Bellevue. We would like to thank Veronica 
Krayneski Uhe for ALL of the work she did to make this event a success. 

PLEASE come and join the fun on March 24, 2007 for the TWELFTH Annual 
Bowling event. Contact some classmates, or challenge some friends and neighbors 
to a few hours of fun at the bowling alley. You need not be a regular bowler or a 
SHS graduate. EVERYONE is welcome. 

Jackpot Shots 
Door Prizes 

OT BE A SOUTH HIGH GRAD- BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

Sponsored by 
Omaha South High Alumni Association 

Two sessions will be held: 

1 st session: Check in 10:30 a.m. Start 11:00 a.m. 

2nd session: Check in 1:30 p.m. Start 2:00 p.m. 

Please fill in time preference or one will be assigned. 
(We will call if time is different than you requested) 

12th Annual 

BOWLING 
SHOOTOUT 

Division prizes to be awarded based on number of bowlers. Complete infOlmation below and mail with check to: 
South High Alumni Association 
5082 So. 107 St 
Omaha, NE 68127 

For more information call SHSAA at (402) 738-9493 or 
Veronica Uhe at (402) 592-2850 Days or 917-7228 Evenings 

March 24, 2007 

************************************************************************ 
Leopard Lanes 
Bellevue, NE Check one: 

__ $15.00 Bowlers without an average 
__ $20.00 Bowlers with an average (2005 - 2007) 

Session preference: Early (1 st)__ Late (2nd) __ 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

City, State, Zip _________________________ Phone # 

E-mail Address ______________________________________________________ Average 

Please include the names of those with whom you wish to bowl. 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT 
The sun was blasting, the temperature was 95, but 125 golfers were at 
the Tregaron course at 7:00 A.M. to do their best against classmates, 
fellow alumni and friends of SHS. What a great group of people! 
They all agreed it was hot, but they had a good time anyway. We 
greatly appreciate the fact that they care enough to enjoy a game of 
golf and see old friends. We cannot exist without the support of our 
faithful alumni and friends. 

Special thanks to Jay Calek-1989, Steve Andersen, Jr.- 1989 and 
his wife Jana Andersen, Dean Rezac and Candy Fahey Rezac-
1963, Gary Kastrick-1970, Dean and Evelyn Woodard Winther-
1972, and Sue Smith for the work done prior to and during the golf 
tournament. 

Join fellow golfers on Sunday July 15, 2007 at Tregaron for this 
year's outing. See the flyer to your right. 

OUTING 
7 

Alumni & Friends of South High School 
Sunday, July 15th 

Tregaron Golf Course 
Shotgun Start! 7:30 a.m. SHARP! 

Entry Fee $65.00 per person 
18 holes of golf plus cart, beverages, men & women teams, 
4-person scramble format, flag prizes & team prizes with lunch
eon to follow at the coarse. 

Entry deadline is June 30th. 
We are limited to the first 144 golfers, so please enter early to 
guarantee your foursome. 

Make checks out to: South High Alumni Association 
Mail checks and 
entry fmID to: Omaha South High Alumni Office 

5082 S. 107th St 
Omaha, NE 68127 

South High Golf Toumament Committee: 
Steve Andersen at 731 ·6359 and Jason Calek at 343·9384 

Name Telephone Number 

Address 

City, State & Zip Code 

Email Address 

Please allow tillie/or check-ill and allY practice time prior to the 7:30 start! 
Please Print Team member names below 
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COMETOTHESHSCRAFT 
SHOW 

What - 4th Annual SHS Craft Show 
Where - SHS - 4518 S. 24 Street 
When - October 27,2007 
Time - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Contact Lori Seehausen - 292-9837 or SHS 
Assistant Principal Julie Johnson - 557-
3614 to palticipate, donate andlor volunteer 
for this fun event. Proceeds used to fund 
soccer and post-prom activities. 

MEMORIALS GIVEN: 

Memorials were given in honor and 
memory of: 

Karen Piksa Fokken Stott-1958 from 
Judith Henggeler Spohr-1959 

Mrs. Piksa from Judith Henggeler Spohr-
1959 

Maxine Laverne Mills Zadina-1935 in 
loving memory from son, Richard Zadina 

Gertrude Lippold from Denny-1961 and 
Judi Clark Koubsky-1961 

Jerry Vodicka from Fritz and Alice 
Vodicka Stanek-1952 

Sharon Marcelino Timmins-1957 
in loving memory from daughter Sharon 
Timmins Shanahan Parker-1977 

INMEMORIAM 

Untitled Poem 

They will live in the hearts 
Of the friends they made 

And be known always for the 
Foundation they laid, 

Because Goodness and Fairness 
Never die . . .. they go shining on 

Like sun in the sky, just as 
Honor and Truth endure forever, 

Death is powerless to destroy the server 
Tho their gallant souls have taken flight 

Into the land where there is no night, 
They are not dead, 

they have only gone to a 
Brighter, more wonderful dawn. 

Anonymous 
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IN MEMORIAM 
1930-Lillian Schroeder Johnson of 
Oakland, NE. 
1931-Madeline Howard Busby of Colorado 
Springs, CO died 11-25-06. Madeline was 
the first female agent for Fanners Insurance 
Group in Colorado. She would later become 
the first woman to attain Fanners' highest 
sales award and honor of "Presidents 
Council" which she won several times before 
retirement in 1978. 
1931-Grace Newsome Collins of Omaha. 
1931-Rose Totusek Jankowski of Omaha 
died 11-20-06. 
1932-William Nodean of Omaha died 
12-06. 
1932-Alice Berk Pedersen of Papillion, NE. 
1932-Agnes Korinek Roubal of Omaha 
died 12-9-06. She was known for her sh'ong 
Czech heritage and her love of family. 
1933-Martha Feys Mach of Omaha. 
1934-Ben H. Furst of Omaha. He was a 
WWII veteran, life member of American 
Legion Post 374 and VFW Post 8334. 
1934-Irma Charlotte Mortensen Moen of 
Blair, NE. 
1934-Mary Martha Micek Olsen of Gretna 
NE died 8-9-06. She and her husband, Lloyd: 
owned Mary's Bar in Gretna. 
1934-Joseph Pavlik of Omaha. 
1934-Doris Lucille Reynolds Witkovski 
Renfroe of Papillion, NE died 8-28-06. 
1934-Edith Yetts Schradt of Aurora, CO 
died 11-1-05 . 
1934-Matilda Kurtz Siedlik of Omaha died 
10-3-06. 
1935-Lucille Mack Briggs of Los Angeles, 
CA died 10-13-06. Even though she had 
polio as an infant, she loved to dance and 
roller skate as a teen. 
1935-Royal C. Gates of Papillion died 
8-15-06 after a long illness. 
1935-Donald Moore of Oakley, KS died 
4-15-06. 
1935-Louis "Denny" Mormance of Omaha 
died 5-1-06. 
1935-Maxine Mills Zadina of Dallas TX 
died 5-3-06. Maxine retired from the United 
States Deparhnent of Defense office in 
Dallas. 
1936-William Sawatzki of Omaha died 
10-5-06 after a hard battle with cancer. He 
was a WWlI veteran and a member of the 
Third Order of the Franciscans. 
1936-Gertrude "Gertie" Canar Zevitz of 
Tampa, FL died 7-9-06. 
1937-Josephine Baird Sigmund of 
Bellevue, NE died 10-23-06. She crocheted 
many afghans, which she donated to the 

South Omaha F.O.E. Post #154 to raise 
money for charitable projects. 
1937-Adolph Wolf of Omaha died 5-11-06. 
He was a retired Douglas County Judge. 
1937-Albina Vinski Zawada of Omaha. 
1938-Mervyn Crosnicker of Canton, OH 
died 9-25-06. 
1939-William Boury of Omaha. 
1939-Eileen Chase Kinsella of Omaha died 
10-14-05. 
1939-Dorothy Segrave McMichael of 
Bellevue, NE. 
1939-Louise Svoboda Miller of Omaha. 
1939-Lelia Corby Oliver of LaVista, NE 
died 7-12-06. 
1939-Ella Kocanda Rendla of Grants Pass 
OR. ' 
1939-Lucille Agnes Bele Roza of 
Springfield, MO died 9-20-06. She had 
worked for the Federal Government before 
retirement. 
1939-Jack Wolf of Rochester, NY died 
11-30-06. He was an artist and a writer, 
completing some 10 books. The most recent 
Mystery Tales from Deep Within was pub
lished earlier this year and describes the vast 
experiences he had throughout the world. He 
also wrote a book of poetry, Reflections on 
the Golden River, which expresses his deep
est love. 
1940-Helen Frank Brauner of Ralston, NE. 
1941-Cecelia Sporcic Divin of Roanoke, TX 
died 11-4-06. 
1941-James Lang of Omaha. 
1941-Joseph McGinnis of Omaha. 
1941-Beatrice Frances Broz Pavoucek of 
Bellevue, NE. 
1941-LeRoy Severns of Omaha died 
11-2-06. 
1941-Doloris Fern Mudra Whitmore of 
Omaha died 8-18-06. 
1941-Melena Zemunski of Omaha. 
1942-Anne Sykora Blumenthal of Los 
Angeles, CA died 12-8-06. 
1942-Louis Gliwa of Bellevue, NE died 
8-21-05. 
1942-Frank Haney, Jr. of Omaha died 
9-17-06 of cancer. He served in the Anny Air 
Forces from 1942-1946 as a h'ombone player 
in a military band and as a photographer. 
Frank was inducted into the Omaha Softball 
Association Hall of Fame in 1987. He 
played, coached and umpired at softball 
games. 
1942-Irene Pokorny Harrington of Omaha. 
1942-Hattie Marie Neneman Johnson of 
Omaha died 10-4-06. 
1942-Mary Petrmichl Lienemann of 
Papillion, NE. 
1942-Kathryn All Trummer of Niceville, 
FL died 6-05 . 



1943-Joseph Bizal of Norco, CA died 
9-11-06. 
1943-Norman Rehschuh of Omaha died 
9-30-05. 
1943-Wilmer "Bill" Sanstedt of Kent, WA 
died 12-17-06. He was a WWII Navy veter
an. 
1943-Elbert Tripp, Jr" of Omaha. 
1944-Richard Hazuka of Omaha died 
11-06. 
1944-Josephine Hoult Novotny of Omaha 
died 10-06. 
1944-Mary Elizabeth Hargens Vint of 
Omaha. 
1945-Evelyn Kasparek Beedle of Omaha. 
1945-Lee Fowler of Papillion, NE died 
11-06. He was in the USMC First Marine 
Division. Lee was the retired President of 
Omaha Hog Buyers, Inc. and D& L 
Commodities, Inc. working with alumni 
Frank West. He maintained an office in the 
Livestock Exchange Building until it was 
closed for renovation. 
1945-Margaret "Marjory" Hazuka Jancik 
of Omaha died 9-19-06 
1945-Eugene C" Nerad of Oglesby, IL died 
12-8-05 in Varna, IL. 
1945-John Ruther of Omaha died very sud
denly at his home. 
1945-Louis Rusek of Omaha. 
1945-Mary F. Luse Schroeder of Omaha 
died 9-29-06. Maty was well known for her 
skill as a cake decorator. She was the direc
tor of the Alleluia Preschool at the Lutheran 
Church of the Master for several years. 
1945-Daisy Zvezdich Tasich of Omaha died 
12-06. 
1946-Patrick Finn of Omaha died 10-06. 
1946-Richard Getzschman of Fremont, NE 
died 9-4-05. 
1946-Arthur Grimm of Sacramento, CA 
died 2-14-06 of heart failure due in part to 
diabetes and an amputation. Althur was in 
the USAF for 28 years and piloted jet fight
ers and bombers. He worked as the Chief 
Property Appraiser of the County Assessors 
Office. 
1947-Donald Hanna of Omaha died 8-7-06. 
1947-Patricia Jean Kyte Kendall of 
Tucson, AZ died 6-16-06 of lung cancer. 
1947-Donald Meyer of Gretna, NE. Don 
was one of the original members of the 
SHSAA Board of Directors. 
1947-Marilee Rose Visek Netusil of 
Bellevue, NE died 11-15-06. 
1947-Anita Alba Wallin of Madison, WI 
died 8-14-06 after a two-month illness. 
1947-Richard Warsocki of Gretna, NE was 
retired from the Omaha Fire Depaltment. 
1947-Lois Schaden Zukowski of Omaha. 
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1948-George Dahir of Omaha was retired 
from Union Pacific Railroad. 
1948-Theresa Roza Gillen Matcha of 
Springfield, MO died 12-22-06. 
1948-Rosella Hoden Murphy of Crescent, 
IA. 
1948-Clifford Novy of Omaha was retired 
from Union Pacific Railroad. 
1948-Patricia Considine Porter of 
Herndon, VA died 9-23-06 of cancer. 
1948-Robert "Bud" Smith berg of 
Plattsmouth, NE. 
1948-Dorothy Hines Weaver of Glendale, 
AZ died 7-24-06. She was a teacher, librari
an and substitute teacher for the Omaha 
Public Schools. She wrote three children's 
books. 
1949-Thomas "Hammer" Hamilton of 
Bellevue, NE. 
1950-Wayne Oran Bl"aZeal of Omaha died 
8-23-06. He was in the U.S. Navy 1952-
1956 and was a Korean War Veteran. Wayne 
was a retired Jomneyman Steamfitter Omaha 
Local 464 and was a Member of American 
Legion Post 331 and VFW Post 2704. He 
had been named as an Admiral of the 
Nebraska Navy. 
1950-Betty Walters Muellner of Omaha 
died 11-27-06. 
1950-Irene Volcek Van Sant of Omaha. 
1951-Leonard Cl"onican of Omaha. 
1951-Rayma Lee Robinette Misfeldt of 
Washington, NE died 11-10-06. 
1951-Darlene Lund Dar Westphalen of 
Omaha 11-06. 
1952-Rose Marie Fibich of Omaha. 
1952-Dorothy Addison Gorup of Omaha 
died 12-7-06. 
1952-Anne Pilege Trudell of Omaha died 
10-30-06. 
1953-Thelma Cunningham Brand of 
Plattsmouth, NE died 11-9-06. 
1953-Bill Kleffman of Omaha died 
10-06-06. 
1953-Joseph Peska of Omaha. 
1953-Betty Mae Vlcek Schneckloth of 
Mustang, OK died 10-06-06. 
1953-Mary Ruth Smith Sutton of Omaha 
was retired from US West. 
1954-Donald Marcek died 3-26-05. 
1954-Patricia Marcelino Peters of Omaha. 
1954-Joan Wilfong Powell died 1-21 -05. 
1954-Shirley Heikes Shukis died 6-20-05. 
1954-Doris Curfman Urlaub of Los 
Angeles, CA died in a car accident 4-14-06. 
1955-Donna Vance Sorys of Papillion. 
1956-Hugh McGahan of Omaha. 
1956-Darlene Alice Jansen Anderson of 
Papillion. 
1956-Barbara Mandie Justice of 
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Columbus, NE died 8-30-06 after a long 
battle with ovarian cancer. 
1956-Victoria Schwison Savich of Omaha. 
1956-Margaret "Marge" Fitzpatrick 
Wright of Omaha. 
1956-George Gruttemeyer of Decatur, AL 
died suddenly 10-8-06. 
1957-Daniel Sempek of Omaha died 
6-26-05 of a massive heart attack. 
1958-Karen Kay Piska Foklen Stott of 
Provo, UT died 9-2-06. 
1959-Patricia Wolfe Noveski of Omaha. 
1959-Dolores Barone 1\vedt Bazer of 
Carter Lake, IA died 9-05 . 
1959-Barbara Grzebielski Krzemien of 
Ralston, NE. 
1960-James Tyrakoski of Mandan, ND died 
10-06. 
1962-Duane Schuman of Bellevue, NE died 
11-06. 
1963-Terry Gregalunas of Omaha. 
1963-Dolores Kuthan Reitan of Omaha 
died 12-06. 
1964-Gary Krebs of Omaha. 
1964-John Stodola of Nebraska City, NE. 
He was a longtime employee of American 
Meter Co. of Nebraska City. 
1965-Linda Underwood Alton of 
Clarksville, TN died 11-06 of lung cancer. 
1966-Darrell "Stormy" Lind of Norfolk, 
NE died in Omaha 9-13-06 after a coura
geous battle with cancer. 
1967-Julia Sermuksnis Burgess of 
Lockport, TN died 4-19-06 of breast cancer. 
1967-Cynthia Radil Cotton of Omaha. 
1967-John Graser of Columbus, NE died 
8-05-05 of cirrhosis of the liver. 
1967-Kenneth E. Johnson ofNOlwalk, CT 
died 3-11-06 £i'om complications of diabetes, 
pneumonia and heatt failure. 
1967-Vickie Saxton Nielsen of Bellevue, 
NE. 
1967-Sherrill Eymann Timperley of 
Tekamah, NE. 
1967-Lana Underhill of Omaha. 
1967-William "Bill" Urbanski of 
Louisville, NE, formerly of Papillion, 
died tragically in a car accident 9-7-06 in 
Missouri while on vacation. 
1968-Mike Ostronic of Omaha died 
3-13-06. 
1968-Daniel Whitmarsh of Omaha died 
9-9-06. 
1974-George Dibelka of Omaha. 
1975-Elwin Riley of Bellevue, NE died 
5-06. 
1979-Jack Nisi of Bellevue, NE. 
1982-Joseph Vopalka of Omaha. 
2004-Jose Chacon of Omaha was killed by 
a gunshot. 



PAGE 14 South High School ALUMNI TOOTER 

SINCERE APOLOGIES FOR INCORRECT INFORMATION IN OUR LAST TOOTER - SEPTEMBER 2006 

We regret that in the last issue of the TOOTER we incorrectly listed as deceased the following alumni: 1947-Joe Frank, 1956-Charles 
Buxtel; 1956-Dale Jeck, 1965-Ernest S. Waiters, Jr. "Buddy" and 1974-Joseph Veylupek. We are pleased to announce that ALL of these 
individuals are alive and well. We deeply regret any confusion and heartache that these announcements may have caused these individuals and 
their families and friends . 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
3-24-07 South Hi2h School Prom 

3-24-07 Twelfth Annual SHSAA Bowlin2 Shoot-out at Leopard Lanes. EVERYONE is invited to 
participate. See flyer elsewhere in this TOOTER. 

3-31-07 Twelfth Annual Spa2hetti Dinner at Sokol Hall South Omaha 21st & U St. 
See flyer elsewhere in this TOOTER. EVERYONE IS INVITED! 

4-14-07 SHSAA Board of Directors Meetin2 - 9:30 A.M. Alumni Office. 

5-14-07 South Hi2h Seniors Honors & Awards Ni2ht 7 P.M. in the SHS Theatre. 

5-19-07 SHS 3rd Annual Poker Run. See flyer elsewhere in this TOOTER. 

5-29-07 South Hi2h Graduation - 7 P.M. at the CIVIC Auditorium. (Tickets required.) 

7-7-07 SHSAA Board of Directors Meetin2 - 9:30 A.M. 

7-15-07 SHSAA Golf Outin2 at Tregaron. See flyer elsewhere in this TOOTER. 

9-15-07 SHS Hall of Fame Brunch at Livestock Exchange Building. Tickets must be 
purchased from the school in advance. 

9-26-07 Packer Sports Greats Banquet at Anthony's. More details in Fall TOOTER. 

10-5-07 SHS Homecomin2 Game (Complimentary Ticket in Fall TOOTER) 

10-13-07 SHSAA Board of Directors Meetin2 - 9:30 A.M. 

10-27-07 4th Annual SHS Craft Show - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at South High School 

1-12-08 SHSAA Board of Directors Meetin2 - 9:30 A.M. 

ALL ALUMNI ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND ANY AND ALL OF THESE 
ACTIVITIES. HOWEVER, SOME OF THE EVENTS REQUIRE TICKETS AND/OR RESERVATIONS IN ADVANCE. 
PLEASE CALL THE ALUMNI OFFICE AT (402) 738-9493 IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND A BOARD MEETING OR IF YOU 
HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT ANY OF THE OTHER EVENTS. 

• TRANE /lill'll, 
It's Harll to Slop A Trane.not Healing & Cooling Systems 

Hans Heating & Ale 
Jim Krueger 

HVAC Systems Consultant 

9103 S. 147th St 
Omaha, NE 68138 
www.hansheating.com 

Phone: 895-6111 
Fax: 502-2177 
Cell : 210-1529 

Specializing in Brass Instruments 

Premium Service at economy prices 

CharI"" Dvorak 

6009 South 20 Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 
Phone: 402-734-4071 

THOMAS P. CULLINANE 
OWNER 

13736 Q Street. Omaha, Nebraska 68137 
Phone (402) 895-6555 • Fax (402) 895-7810 
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2007 REUNION INFORMATION: 

19S2-ssth year reunion is being planned for Friday 10-5-07. More details will be announced at a later date. Jerry Korisko 
is the class contact. 

19S7-s0th year reunion is being planned for the weekend of 8-18 and 8-19-07 at the Clarion Hotel. You must have reserva
tions! Contact Joann Pospishil Pechar at 734-1111 if you have questions or if you have not been contacted through the mail. 

1962-4Sth year reunion is being planned for the weekend of7-20 and 7-21-07. Reservation cutoff date is 7-10. Contact Bev 
Moravec Krayneski at 734-6617 or Bunny Kotlar Bridgman at 731-0545 or Bob Murphy at work 938-1573 or e-mail Bob 
at rdmurphy@cox.net. Complete details will be mailed to classmates. 

1967-40th year reunion is being planned for the weekend of 7-20 and 7-21 -07. Reservations are due by 5-15-07. Contact 
Frank Klusmire at 393-1277 or Tom Keller at 393-8819 if you did not receive a reunion letter in the mail. 

1972-3Sth year reunion is being planned for the weekend of 6-29 and 6-30-07. Contact Deb Stanek Ray at 
dcray@brka.com or 734-6849 with questions or address changes. 

1977-30th year reunion is being planned, but a date was not yet set at time of this printing. Contact Debbie Moody 
Contreras at 339-7428 with questions or address changes. 

1982-2sth year reunion is being planned, but a date was not yet set at time of this printing. Contact Laura Contreras 
Hebard at 331-9130 or Dan Casey at (678) 937-9920 if you would like to help with this reunion. 

1987-20th year reunion is being planned for the weekend of 7-27 and 7-28-07. Contact Teresa Johnson Gosch at 
894-5350 or e-mail LisaRayCavenyatlcaveny@cox.net. 

1992-1sth year reunion. No reunion is being planned for this year, but the committee is planning a 20-year reunion in 2012. 

1997-10th year reunion is being planned for Friday 6-8 at The Shark Club and Saturday 6-9 at Rosenblatt Stadium for 
Family Day. Details will be mailed to classmates on the Alumni database. Complete information can be found at 
www.packers97.com or contact Christine Tynski Zorko at 214-5907. Tickets for Saturday's event can be purchased by 
sending a check payable to SHS Class of 1997 and mailing to Christine at 4126 S 22 St., Omaha, NE 68107. 

2008 

1968-40th year reunion. Helene Elsasser is looking for individuals who would like to help plan a "Big Bash" for the 1968 
class 40-year reunion in 2008. Contact her at 341-9356 if you would like to work on this reunion committee. 

1983- 2sth year reunion is being planned. Lisa Andrlik Muschall is the contact person and she can be reached at 894-1923 . 

2008-70s Decade Reunion - contact the Alumni office if you would like to help with this event. 

PAUL R. SOPINSKI 
REALTOR® 
13340 California SI. 
Omaha. NE 68 154 
Ole: (402) 493-4663 
Fax: (402) 493-4805 
E·moil: psopinski@paomaha.com 
Website : www .paulsopinsld.com 
@. M .... ~Omo:j~~II«.."u d ~F"r.drilII'.-l u:. II I.a;ua.n. 

Cell: (402) 203-2 122 
Res: (402) 496-4152 

~(T) 0 0 -
I4L'TY DOOR Ie TIOwa 345-3438 

5802 S. 72nd SI. 
RALSTON, NEBRASKA 681 27 SelVing all your Italian bakery needs since 1919. 

General Manager (402) 331-0377 
FRED KRAYNESKI Famous Italian bread, piua, cannolis, breads crumbs, etc. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 2006 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES! 

Here are photos of the 2006 Hall of Fame Inductees featured in the Fall 2006 TOOTER 

Diamantis-1969 

Again congratulations to each of you! 
SHS HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM 

Nominee Information 

Name _________________ Graduation Year 

Admess ________________________ __ 

City, State, Zip ______________________ __ 

Telephone _______________________ _ 

E-Mail Address _______________________ _ 

I nominate the above individual because: (include educational background, professional 
background, professional accomplishments and honors, civic involvement, civic honors, other 
significant accomplishments and any other infOlmation you deem relevant. Include a state
ment of significant contributions to SHS.) Use additional sheets as needed. 

Nominator's Information 

Name __________________________ _ 

Admess _________________________ ___ 

City, State, Zip _______________________ _ 

Telephone _ ________________________ _ 

E-Mail Address _ ______________________ _ 

Please return completed form by June 1, 2007 to: 
Hall of Fame Committee 
South High School 
4519 South 24th Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 

South High School established the Hall of Fame to honor outstanding alumni and community 
leaders who have made significant contributions to South High School. Alumni must have 
attended SHS at least 20 years prior to nomination. 

For Carpet Installation 
call John Saledo 

(SHS 1965 Graduate) 
at Carpet Express 

734-3011 

The Genuine. The Original 

~~~ 
Overhead Door Company of Omaha 

O,V,S,ON OF J & R DOOR CO., INC. 
1222 ROYAL DRIVE 

PAPILLION, NEBRASKA 68046 

RICK FRANK 
General Manager 

(402) 331-0526 
Fax: (402) 331-1732 

New & Remodel Work, Hanging, Taping & Texturing 

10504 CEDAR ISLAND ROAD 
BELLEVUE, NE 68123 

BUS: 733-0981 CELL: 598-3560 FAX: 733-3990 

THOMPSON ROOFING 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

BILL THOMPSON 
4436 SOUTH 12TH 
OMAHA, NE 68107 

Here is a map to 
our office 

u; 
~ 

~ 
(JJ Mockingbird Dr 

SHSAA .. 

R SI 
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SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION'S 

3RD ANNUAL POKER (FUN) RUN 

MAY 19,2007 
OPEN TO ALL 

MOTORCYCLES & AUTOMOBILES 

STARTING PLACE WILL BE AT THE 

WELCOME INN TAVERN 
2332 SOUTH 24TH STREET 

OMAHA,NE 

1 BLOCK SOUTH OF 24TH & MARTHA 

10:30AM SIGN IN - 12 NOON DEPARTURE 

$15.00 PER PERSON - $25.00 PER COUPLE 

1ST, 2ND AND 3RD PLACE PAYOUTS 

Our final stop will put us back at the Welcome Inn Tavern. There will be live music and you will be able to purchase 
food and beverages. The patty is open to all and you don't have to participate in the run to have fun. Just pay at the 
gate and join in. 

Please contact Willie Nalley (402)-660-8880 - Jeff Kohler (402) 345-8836 - Ron Cerone (402)-896-1631 or the South 
High Alumni office at (402) 738-9493, or email usatRonCerone@aol.com 

Leave us your name, address and phone number and we will send you a pre-registration form and additional informa
tion about the run. We will also send you a reminder prior to the event. If you know of others who would like to 
attend, have them contact us also. 

All proceeds will go to the South High School Alumni Association Scholarship Fund 

The SHSAA would like to THANK 
Willie Nalley and Jeff Kohler 

for their hard work that helped make 
last year's run such a great success! 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2006 SHSAA LOTTERY WINNERS! 

Roland Fuller-1950 $2,000 
Dorothy Link Pribramsky-1963 $1,000 
Gaylord DuRee-1952 $500 
Billie Barrientos Valdez-1987 $500 
Arthur Johnson (wife is a 1944 graduate) $500 
*Don Hempel-1963 $500 

*Special thanks to DOll Hempel for donating his lottery proceeds to the Alumni Association 
for a family memorial! 

Above is a photo of President John Krayneski (far right) preparing to draw the winning lot
telY tickets, accompanied by Vic Riha, Jerry Porterfield and Executive Director Dick 
Gulizia CL TO R) at the Alumni Office. 

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP PAID? 
Enclosed in this TOOTER is an envelope for your member
ships and memorial donations. We also appreciate your memo
rial donations and the kind words about classmates and teachers 
who have died. We have placed special envelopes for dona
tions to SHSAA in memory of SHS Alumni at all local mortu
aries for use by family and friends. Please ask the funeral 
home employees for these envelopes if you would like to make 
a memorial donation to the Alumni Fund. 

Please remember that for us to continue preparing and mailing 
the TOOTER twice each year, and awarding scholarships and 
teacher grants and the other things that we do for the students 
and teachers at SHS, we NEED everyone to pay a membership 
fee. We are counting on you to help us help our kids. Thanks 
for your support! 

Advertise 
your business 
to 20,000 of your 
fellow alumni 
I want to help underwrite the next TOOTER 
issue by placing an advertisement as follows: 

Company/person reserving space 

Address 

City/State/Zip ________ _ 

Phone __________ _ 

E-Mail Address 

Camera-ready ad copy enclosed 

Yes __ No __ , 

but will be mailed ______ Cdate) 

Amount enclosed: $25 per ad for a reduced 
business card size payable to: SHSAA 

Mail to: Alumni Office 
5082 South 107th Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 

Call 738-9493 if questions. 

CLASS OF 
1961 

CELEBRATED 
45-YEAR 

REUNION 
ON 7-15-06 
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TW8117h AnnllBl 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday t March 31, 2007 

4:00 - 7:30 PM 
Sokol Hall South Omaha 

21~ & U Street 
Tickets $7.50 per pelllson 

Sponsored by: 
South High Alumnr Association 

Price includes: Spaghetti & sauce, sausage, salad, bread, 
dessert and coffee. 

Spaghetti Sauce donated by Sons of Italy I Sausage made by 
Sons of Italy 

Carry Outs Available 
Tickets can be purchased: 

Pop, beer and other drinks 
available at the bar. 

At the door or call the Alumni Association office at 
738-9493 for more information. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

THIS IS YOUR TOOTER 

LOOK AT YOUR MAILING LABEL 

Please note that the mailing label on this TOOTER contains your mem
bership infollllation. Your class year and your personal ID number appear 
to the left and above your name. The numbers to the right above your 
name are for office use only. Also your CUlTent membership status appears 
above your name and lists you as a life member, a member whose mem
bership has expired, a non-member, or lists a 2007 or 2008 date if your 
membership will expire in 2007 or 2008. If you are a non-member or your 
membership expires in 2007 PLEASE send your membership check in the 
enclosed envelope. ONLY donations of $20 or more appear on the label. If 
you have paid a TOOTER mailing fee of $10, this is not a membership 
and therefore does not show on the label. We greatly appreciate any and 
all donations and the Association relies on your SUppOlt to exist. We really 
need help fi-om everyone if we are to continue mailing TOOTERS and 
awarding scholarships and helping our school. Thank you in advance for 
your fmancial SUppOlt. 
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