
Dream comes true for many; alumni join to 
form an association of South High graduates 

The dream of many SHS graduates and friends was finally realized when the 
Omaha South High School Alumni Association was officially formed. This eHciting 
euent occurred on June 24,1992 when the Nebraska Secretary of State put his seal 
on the Articles of Incorporation submitted by the Alumni Association. This 
Association will include members from the classes of 1930 - 1992, all future 
graduating classes, and friends of the school. 

This Alumni Association will present you with tremendous opportunities to 
build lasting relationships between graduates, friends of the school, and the 
teachers and students who currently haue the honor of being South High Packers. 
As an actiue, 'organized and inuolued Alumni Association, we will contribute to the 
stability of the school and create goodwill for the school within the local and 
regional community . We will also prouide multiple opportunities for graduates and 
friends to build and sustain meaningful relationships with each other, with current 
students and with the school faculty and staff. EHperience indicates that perhaps 
no other group feels a stronger sense of loyalty and ownership of a school than its 
graduates. 

Organizing and maintaining an organization or club for alumni and friends of 
the school is an important way to broaden the base of support for the school, as 
well as to encourage alumni and friends of the school to promote and support the 
mission of the school. 

Many alumni and friends haue brought honor to their school, haue helped to 
deuelop proud traditions associated with their school, and haue been eHamples of 
the acade mic succe ss of their sct. 00 I's programs. In most cases, a lu m ni and frien ds 
of the school, are eager and anHious to ensure that other students haue similar 
opportunities and the chance to share the eHperiences, friendships, and ;memories 
that alumni and friends of the school now enjoy. 

The SHSAA was established to "aduance the interests and to further the 
general welfare" of our school. All funds we raise will be used to benefit the school 
and students. Current ideas include: scholarships for graduates, grants for needy 
students, promotion and sponsorship of academic contests, musical, debate and 
drama euents and assistance to and encouragement of the athletic programs . The 
specific needs of the school and students will be presented to the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, so that they can determine the leuel of support that 
can be supplied. 



Alumni vote to start association; Board, 
officers elected to guide activities 

Eight founding/interim board members were 
elected to the SHS First Alumni Association Board on 
October 3, 1992. Class years for all board members are 
listed following their names. 

Four officers were elected: President - Richard 
Gulizia (1961) part-owner of family business; Vice
President - Steve Cavlovic (1950) Project Engineer -
State Department of Roads; Treasurer - Rudy Tesar 
(1960) Clerk of the District Court for Douglas County : 
and Secretary - Judi (Clark) Limas (1961) Support 
Supervisor for Coopers & Lybrand, CPAs. 

Other founding board members elected were: 
Jackie (Schultz) Casper (1961) teacher at Field Club 
Elementary School; Paul Kracher (1961) machinisV 
shop foreman at Omaha World-Herald ; Steve Lee 
(1966) Assistant Director for Douglas County Civil De
fense; and Judy (Jensen) Tesar (1961) teacher. 

Other board candidates elected were: John 
Krayneski (1961) owner AAA Building Components & 
Quality Door & Trim Co . and co-ownerof Overland Door 
Cos. of Omaha & Lincoln; Donald Meyer (1947) OPPD 
Customer Service and Sales representative; Jim 

Ramirez (1952) AdministratorOPS ; George Reid (1945) 
retired Metro Area YMCA Chief Executive; Chris Saklar 
(1950) rush hour traffic reporter KKAR-AM and KQKQ 
Sweet 98-fm; David Sherwood (1954) retired Air Force ; 
and Beverly Wirth-Murray (1976) Information Specialist 
at US West . 

AdviSOry Board members are : Charles Bryant, 
Bernice Labedz, Steve Tomasek and Jesse Cardenas. 

SHS representatives selected for the Board 
are: Joyce Christensen, Principal; Jim Eisenhardt 
(1967) Drama teacher; and Lad Nemecek (1960) Math 
teacher. 

Board members will serve either one or two 
year terms according to a random drawing at the first 
board meeting. The next election will be held in Octo
ber, 1993. 

The Board is looking forward to the challenge of 
establishing a firm foundation for the Alumni Associa
tion to provide for the needs of SHS's teachers and 
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Founding Board spends many hours organizing 
push to build "first-class" alumni association 
students. 

You need to know that the founding members 
of your Association were active long before the No
vember 3, 1992 election . Several meetings were held 
to lay the groundwork for a successful alumni association. 
These meetings were always spirited and strong feel
ings were expressed by those attending as to how we 
could/should help SHS. 

The first organizational meeting attended by 
many alumni invited through reunion contact people 
from each class was held on April 4, 1992 and the 
attendees were asked if a SHS Alumni Association 
should be formed. The response was overwhelming 
and gratifying in favor of moving forward . A fall meeting 
was set to elect officers and take care of whatever 
business might be appropirate at that time. During the 
next six months, the founding members : 

• Appointed an interim board of directors and selected 
executive committee members as follows : Dick Gulizia 
- President; Steve Cavlovic - Vice-President; Rudy 
Tesar - Treasurer; and Judi Clark Limas - Secretary. 
Jackie Schultz Casper, Paul Kracher, Judy Jensen 
Tesar and Steve Lee were the other members of the 
founding board. They were assisted by South High 
Principal Joyce Christensen and Alumni Coordinator 
Jim Eisenhardt. 

• Drafted Articles of Incorporation and By-laws and 
submitted them to the Secretary of State to become and 
official Nebraska non-profit corporation on June 24, 
1992. 

• Applied for 501 (c)(3) status from the IRS so donations 
to the Association would be tax deductible. 

• Arranged for a corporate accountant, Tom Hauptman 
(class of 1960), to file necessary tax returns or other 
reports . 

• Investigated various computer packages and after 
selecting the "Smart" software, Paul Kracher (with the 
help of Jerry Porterfield and team) input a large number 
of names, addresses and class years into the computer. 

• Signed up volunteers for the various committees 

needed for a successful Association. 

• Solicited donations from selected businesses and 
sold alumni memberships. 

• Opened a bank account with Mid-City Bank. 

• Solicited input from Joyce Christensen, SHS Princi
pal, and Jim Eisenhardt, Alumni Association/School 
liaison, as to the needs of the school and how the 
Association could/should help fill those needs. 

• Discussed many possible fund-raising projects . 

• Held the second Association meeting to elect Board 
members and discuss other items of interest. 

• Held the first official Board meeting. 

It has been a whirlwind of fun activities - lots of 
meetings, lots of telephone conversations with our 
Chair, lots of planning and lots of passion put into 
making our Alumni Association the best in the city. We 
want to help SHS in every way possible and everything 
we do is planned to take us closer to our goal! More 
news will be shared in future newsletters. 

In the meantime, let us hear from you - we 
need your ideas, your hard work, your dollars to 
reach our goals. Won't you help? 

First Alumni Association chili-feed 
is called a gastronomic success! 

The first event sponsored by the newly-formed 
South High School Alumni Association attracted hun
dreds of basketball fans and friends of South to a chili 
and oxtail soup feed on Saturday, January 16, the night 
of the South-Prep game. The "feed" featured the chili 
of Omaha City Councilman and South alum Steve 
Tomasek. 

Tomasek is known nationally as a chef
extraordinairre among chili-eating ofticionadoes . The 
chili was his own secret recipe which has won him trips 
to national cook-ofts. 

The event was ramroded by our own vice 
president Steve Cavlovic. He was assisted by Dan 
Koukol and Chris Saklar. The event was designed to 
help make the public and alumni aware of our existance 
and to raise funds for the association. 

It was also a time for current students to pitch 
in and help their school as well . South drama students 
provided beverages, desserts and clean-up. 
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We will try to spread the news of the alumni reaching 
milestones in their lives through this column. Send any news 
you have about South High graduates to the ALUMNI 
TOOTER in care of South High School. 

Walt Kavanagh(1940), whose four decades of 
radio newscasting in Omaha have made him a Mid
western broadcasting institution recently retired from 
KFAB radio. The veteran newscaster had been with the 
station since 1952 and had been news director since 
1959. 

Lorraine Glles(1945), just retired after 43 1/2 
years with the Omaha Public Schools. Not only is she 
a distinguished alumna herself, but as a principal at 
many South Omaha schools she molded the lives of 
many other South High graduates. Lorraine also has 
retired as vice president of the National Safety Council. 
She plans to keep active by "tormenting her children." 

Glynn Ross(Glen Aus-1932), is continuing his 
prolific career as an internationally recognized opera 
producer and director. He will be staging an outdoor 
production of Wagner's RING CYCLE this coming 
season in Phoenix. The productions will then be 
transferred to Tucson and Phoenix for production in a 
theatre setting. Ross is well-known for his staging of the 
Wagner pieces in Seattle where they have become 
-permanent pieces of the repertoire. 

Congratulations to South High teachers Joanne 
Sokalsky and Sally Fellows forwinning Buffett Awards 

- for outstanding teaching. Created by financier Warren 
Buffett to honor his aunt, the award annually recognizes 
the contributions of teachers in OPS with $10,000 
grants. Both Fellows and Sokalsky have taught at 
South in the last five decades. Fellows retired this past 
spring as Social Studies Department Head. Sokalsky 
continues as a Spanish teacher at South. 

Former Omaha Mayor, Bob Cunningham, 
class of 1940, remains active in the Cunningham
Jeffrey Insurance Agency in which he is a partner: 
Although he left city government 15 years ago, he did 
return, unofficially, to head Mayor P. J. Morgan's con
vention center committee. 

Mary K. Peltzer, (Kavanagh) of the class of 
'47, lives in Wichita, Kansas, where her husband, Dr. 
Bill Peltzer recently retired from his dental practice. She 
missed her 45th reunion, but is looking forward to 
number 50. 

It's been 25 years since Mlck Knudsen ' 
graduated with the class of 1967. Mick remains in 
Omaha, operating the drywall company he started 
some years ago. 

Retired choir director keeps 
busy; no rest in sight for 
former maestro Hinrichs 

A question we are often asked at 
reunions is where is this teacher or where 
is thatteacher. One former teacher we are 
often asked about is retired Director of 

Choral Activities Roland 
Hinrichs. Hinrichs 
served the music pro
gram at South from 
1955-1984. 

During his tenure, 
thousands of students 
were enrolled in the vo
cal music program. 
Hinrichs instituted the 

annual Vesper program at Christmas, 
formed the Ambassadors-the first "show 
choir" in Nebraska and started the 
handbell choir which continues to be one 
of only three in the country! 

Today, instead of kicking back and 
enjoying his retirement, Hinrichs is 
serving his churCh, St. Luke's Lutheran 
as a Lay Assistant and director of the 
Handbell Choir. He works 30-40 hours a 
week at the job, which is basically a 
seven-day a week position. 

In their spare time, Hinrichs and his 
wife Janet enjoy gardening and working 
with the scores of African violets Mrs. 
Hinrichs grows in a special room in their 
basement. 

A week never passes without a 
former student or two calling just to talk 
and to keep the Hinrichs informed about 
their families. 

Obviously, retirement has not slowed 
South's former maestro down one bit. If 
there are other teachers you wish to know 
about just let us know and we will attempt 
to track them down. Drop a note to the 
ALUMNI TOOTER in care of South High 
School. 



Thanks to the multi-million dollar bond 
issue passed by the citizens of Omaha 
South High is receiving a long overdue 

and well-deserved face lift. The place 
sparkles and shines like new and the 
current study body is justifably proud 

of "their school". Pictured are the new 
gymnasium, science lab and main 

office. Completion of the renovation 
is scheduled for August 1993. You have 

got to see it! 

Old Homeplace gets "dolled-up" 
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These are important dates for the South high 
family and friends: 

January 
. 19-5econd Semester starts 

23-Regional Academic Decathlon at South
Super Quiz at 3:00 p.m. 

24-Recruitment Open House for 8th and 9th 
grade students from 1 :00-2:30 
29-Basketball vs. Papio at 5: 15 

~bruary 

11-13-Metro Swimming 
13-ALL-CITY Music Festival at the Civic Audito
rium-7:00 p.m. and District Wrestling at South 

18-20-State Wrestling 
19-20-State Academic Decathlon 
22-26-Girls' Basketball Districts 

25-27-State Swimming Meet 
26-March 2-Boys' Basketball Districts 

March 
4-7-GALA Opening of the SOUTH HIGH PER
FORMING ARTS CENTER with the musical hit 
OLIVER! Call 978-7000 for ticket information. 

4-6-Girls' State Basketball 
11-13-Boys' State Basketball 
15-20-District Speech Contest 

16-Spring Instrumental Concert-7:30 
17-Spring Vocal Music Concert-7:30 

25-26-Parent Conferences 
and State Speech 

April 
1-The return of SOUND-OFF-7:30 

16-PROM 
21-National Honor Society Banquet 

May 
6-7-Play-FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON-7:30 
8-ALUMN I DAY at Ak-Sar-Ben and Dance 

10-HONORS AND AWARDS NIGHT 
11-POPS CONCERT 

18-Boys' State Golf/Baseball State/Girls' Tennis 
27-COMMENCEMENT 

Pl LuuK B PlCK 
Compi led by 

Aliene Kelpe Hammer 

Each Issue we wlll feature a look back at a special class
the Class of 1937 celebrated its 55th anniversary-this is 
what life was like back In the "good 01 ' days 

We were here before the pill and the population 
explosion. We were before television. Before penicillin, polio 
shots, antibiotics, frisbees. Before frozen foods, nylon, dacron, 
Xerox, and Kinsey. We were before radar, fluorescent lights, 
credit cards and ball-point pens. 

For us, time-sharing meant togetherness, not com 
puters. A chip was a piece of wood. Hardware was hardware 
and software wasn 't even a word . 

We were before Grandma Moses started painting 
and Frank Sinatra started singing. Before DDT and vitamin 
pills, vodka (in U.S.) and the white wine craze. Disposable 
diapers, jeeps and the Jefferson nickel. Before scotch tape, 
Grand Coulee Dam, and M & M's. Before color film, space 
flights and satellites. 

We were before FM radio, tape recorders, and 
electric typewriters . Word processors, electronic music, 
Muzak, and disco dancing. We were before Cheerios, instant 
coffee, decaffeinated anything. Remember the five-cent 
hamburger - six for a quarter? We were before pantyhose and 
drip dry clothes. Before ice makers, dishwashers, clothes 
dryers, freezers and electric blankets. 

We were before the 40 hour week and the minimum 
wage. Before coin vending machines, jet planes, helicopters 
and interstate highways. You could buy a new Chevy Coupe 
for $659.00 and a used care for $15 .00. But who could afford 
that? Nobody, and what a pity because gasoline was ju st 
eleven cents per gallon. 

We were before Hawaii and Alaska became states 
and Israel, Pakistan, Indonesia, Iceland and the Phillippines 
were independent countries. We were before Boy George, 
Salinger and Chiquita banana. 

It's a fact ... we have seen many, many changes ... we 
are a hardy bunch when you think of how our world has 
changed and the adjustments we have had to make ... and you 
know what? We had a lot to do with it. 

Who are "we"? We are called the CLASS OF 1937. 

Fifty-five years ago, a romantic couple could have 
enjoyed a "heavy" date - including dinner, a movie , and 
sundaes afterward - for about $5.00. But today, that same 
date would cost roughly $75.00! 

Suppose he brought his date a rose and chocolates. 
Back then it would have cost him 50 cents for a one-pound box 
of candy (compared to $7.75 today) and 75 cents for the rose 
($3.00 today.) 

The couple could have feasted on lobster for two and 
the bill would have been $2.50. But today a couple ordering 
lobster can expect the tab to total $45.00 for both . 

After dinner, taking in a movie cost only 25 ce nts 
each back in the 1930's. But now movie tickets are usually 
$4.50 apiece. 

Teenagers used to drop by the drugstore for an ice 
cream sundae, which cost 25 centers fifty-five years ago . But 
a sundae today costs about $2.75 - over ten times more. 

The total tab for the night out : $5.11 back then - and 
$75.00 now I 



COME JOIN USAT--

at AK-SAR-BEN 

Sponsored by Your 
So'uth High Alumni Association 

Free Admission to the Races**Featured Race**Dance**Free 
Parking**Cash 8ar**Music by Chris Saklar's Coalition**Keno 

Avaiiable**Races at Track Time**Dance a-Midnight 

~-----------------------------------
Name ____________________________________________ ~ 

Address ____________________________________________ ~ 

City State Zip Code, __________ ~ 

Telephone Number ( ) Years of Attendance _____ ~ 

Number of Tickets @ $10.00 a ticket Total Enclosed $ -----Please mail to: 
Rudy Tesar 11916 Jackson Road Omaha NE 68154 

Make checks payable to the SOUTH mGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
To insure prompt delivery orders must be received by MAY I. 1993. 



by Dick Gulizia 

As the newly elected President of this exciting new Association, I would very much like to 
welcome all graduates and friends of South High School to join us. We already have a paid membership 
of approximately 150 people and we're growing daily. 

Thanks to all who have supported the organization of this wonderful Association. It took a lot 
of time by a lot of people to get this far. 

A special thanks to Jerry Porterfield , husband of Jeannie Kubovy, class of 1960, for MANY, 
MANY hours of work in setting up the computer program and organizing the entry of all available names 
and addresses (approximately 15,000) so that this newsletter and future mailings could take place. 
THANKS, JERRY!!I 

I feel very strongly about this organization and I would like to thank all involved for giving me the 
opportunity of being the first president of the SHSAA. 

I hope to meet each of you at the events planned by the Association in the future . PLEASE mark 
your calendars NOW for the all alumni and friends 'dance (May 8, 1993 - details elsewhere in this 
newsletter) and watch your mail for details of upcoming events. 

Please inform us of any corrections and/or changes in your name and/or address, 
Also please notify us of any South High Alumni or friends of South High who did not receive this 

newsletter, but are interested in joining SHSAA and/or getting future mailings. 

Dick Gulizia 
President 
South High Alumni Association 

ALUMNI TOOTER, Jim Eisenhardt-Editor 
South High School Alumni Association 
South High School 
4519 South 24 Street 
Omaha NE 68107 
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